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h)N฀AN฀UNPRECEDENTED฀INCIDENT฀IN฀!L
(USSEIN฀-OSQUE�฀DURING฀THE฀&RIDAY฀PRAYER�฀
A฀YOUNG฀PRAYER฀MOUNTED฀THE฀MINBAR฀WITH฀A฀SMALL฀KNIFE฀IN฀HIS฀HAND฀AND฀URGED฀
THE฀)MAM฀TO฀ADDRESS�฀IN฀HIS฀SPEECH�฀THE฀CONCERNS฀OF฀THE฀PEOPLEx฀4HE฀YOUNG฀
MAN฀SAID฀THAT฀HIS฀MOTHER฀IS฀GRAVELY฀ILL฀AND฀IS฀BEING฀TREATED฀IN฀!L
$EMERDÊSH฀
HOSPITAL�฀WHERE฀SHE฀SUFFERS฀FROM฀SERIOUS฀NEGLECT�฀4HE฀POLICE฀WAS฀ABLE฀TO฀ARREST฀
THE฀YOUNG฀MAN���฀4HE฀INVESTIGATIONS฀REVEALED฀THAT฀THE฀ACCUSEDx฀SUFFERED฀FROM฀
PSYCHIATRIC฀ILLNESS฀AND฀WAS฀CURRENTLY฀UNEMPLOYEDv

!L
!HRÊM�฀3ATURDAY�฀�฀$ECEMBER฀����฀฀฀

4HIS฀ARTICLE฀QUESTIONS฀HOW฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PRESS�฀DURING฀THE฀LAST฀DECADE�฀DREW฀
THE฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀CRIMINAL�฀4HE฀ARTICLE฀EXAMINES฀%GYPTIAN฀NEWSPAPERS฀

REPRESENTING฀ THE฀ THREE฀ MAIN฀ PILLARS฀ OF฀ TODAY�S฀ %GYPTIAN฀ PRESS�฀ NAMELY฀ STATE

OWNED฀�!L
!HRÊM�฀!L
!KHBÊR�฀!L
*UMUHßRIYYA�฀2ßZ฀AL
9ßSIF�฀ETC�	�฀INDEPENDENT฀
�!L
-AYDÊN�฀!L
5SBß@�฀3AWT฀AL
5MMA�฀ETC�	฀AND฀OPPOSITION฀NEWSPAPERS฀�!L

7AFD�฀!L
!HALÔ�฀ETC�	฀DURING฀THE฀PERIOD฀STARTING฀FROM฀THE฀MID
����S฀UP฀TO฀TODAY�฀
4HE฀ARTICLE฀WILL฀TRY฀TO฀FOLLOW฀THE฀BUILD
UP฀OF฀THE฀hJOURNALISTIC฀STORY�DISCOURSEv�฀
)T฀WILL฀START฀FROM฀THE฀POINT฀WHERE฀THE฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀IS฀ESTABLISHED�฀4HEN฀IT฀
WILL฀APPROACH฀THE฀CONSTRUCTION฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀BOTH฀LINGUISTIC฀AND฀PICTORIAL�฀
CONCERNING฀THE฀MAD�฀THE฀RESULTS฀OF฀SUCH฀DISCOURSE฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀OF฀DEMANDS฀OF฀
ACTIONS฀TAKEN฀TOWARDS฀THE฀MAD฀CRIMINALS฀AND฀THE฀MAD฀IN฀GENERAL�฀AND฀lNALLY�

��฀ )N฀ REFERENCE฀ TO฀ (ELEN฀ 0REJEAN�฀ $EAD฀ -AN฀7ALKING�฀ 6INTAGE�฀6INTAGE฀ %DITIONS�฀
�����฀)N฀�����฀4IM฀2OBBINS฀TRANSFORMED฀THE฀BOOK฀INTO฀A฀MOVIE฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀NAME�฀
STARRING฀3EAN฀0ENN฀AND฀3USAN฀3ARANDON�฀)T฀TELLS฀THE฀STORY฀OF฀3ISTER฀(ELEN฀0REJEAN฀WHO฀
COMFORTED฀A฀CONVICTED฀KILLER฀ON฀DEATH฀ROW�฀)T฀WAS฀CONSIDERED฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀ANTI

DEATH฀PENALTY฀MOVIES฀EVER฀MADE�฀
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THE฀EXCEPTIONS฀AND฀EXCUSES฀OF฀MADNESS�฀WHICH฀PROVIDE฀A฀BETTER฀UNDERSTANDING฀
OF฀THE฀MECHANISMS฀OF฀FORMULATION฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE�

/N฀THE฀MADx

4HE฀MAD฀INVOKE฀THE฀FEARS฀OF฀THE฀UNKNOWN฀AND฀THE฀ANXIETY฀OF฀THE฀BIZARRE�฀(IS�
HER฀ DISEASE฀ IS฀ INCOMPREHENSIBLE฀ AND฀ INEXPLICABLE�฀ (IS�HER฀ FAILURE฀ TO฀ UNDER

STAND฀ REALITY฀ OR฀ HIS�HER฀ UNCONFORMITY฀ WITH฀ THE฀ VALUES฀ AND฀ EXPECTATIONS฀ OF฀
SOCIETY�฀ HIS�HER฀ STRAY฀ LOOKS�฀ STRANGE฀ MUTTERINGS฀ AND฀ hEXTRAORDINARYv฀ STRENGTH฀
HAVE฀PUT฀HIM�HER฀ON฀THE฀MARGINS฀OF฀SOCIETY�

4HE฀ MAD฀ CRIMINAL฀ IS฀ AN฀ IMPORTANT฀ PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ AND฀ SOCIOLOGICAL฀ PHE

NOMENON�฀!T฀THE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀LEVEL�฀h,ES฀lGURES DU FOU ET DU CRIMINEL SONT
INTIMEMENT฀LIÏES฀Ì฀NOTRE฀CONCEPTION฀DU฀LIEN฀SOCIAL�w�฀฀4HE฀FAILURE฀OF฀BOTH฀THE฀
CRIMINAL฀AND฀THE฀MAD฀TO฀CONFORM฀TO฀THE฀EXPECTATIONS฀OF฀SOCIETY฀AND฀TO฀MEET฀
AND฀FULlL ITS RULES BRINGS THEM CLOSER TOGETHER IN THE COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS�
4HIS฀ COULD฀ EXPLAIN฀ THE฀ REMARKABLE฀ SUCCESS฀ OF฀ MOVIES฀ FROM฀ i0SYCHOw฀ UP฀ TO฀
i3EVENw฀AND฀OTHER฀MOVIES�฀WHICH฀DEPEND฀ON฀THE฀SPECIAL฀LINK฀BETWEEN฀THE฀MAD฀
AND฀THE฀CRIMINAL฀OR฀THE฀PRESENTATION฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀CRIME��

@-AD�฀AND฀@MADNESS�฀ARE฀NOTIONS�฀WHICH฀JUSTIFY฀A฀CERTAIN฀DEGREE฀OF฀ALIEN

ATION฀AND฀ESTRANGEMENT�฀(IS�HER฀ INABILITY฀ TO฀MEET฀ THE฀REQUIREMENTS฀OF฀ LIVING฀
WITH฀OTHERS฀ IN฀ THE฀SOCIAL฀SPACE฀REPRESENTS฀A฀PRETEXT฀ FOR฀EXCLUSION฀AND฀ALIEN

ATION�฀4HE฀CRIME฀COMMITTED฀BY฀THE฀MAD฀IS฀A฀DANGER฀TO฀THE฀SOCIETY฀POSED฀BY฀
THOSE฀WHO฀FAIL฀ TO฀ JOIN฀ IT฀AND�OR฀ REFUSE฀ TO฀COMPLY฀WITH฀ ITS฀ RULES�฀4HIS฀DANGER�฀
THUS�฀ELICITS฀MORE฀EXAGGERATED฀RESPONSES฀THAN฀THOSE฀RESULTING฀FROM฀THE฀hORDI

NARY฀CRIME�v฀4HE฀SOCIAL฀RESPONSE฀TO฀THE฀hCRIMES฀OF฀THE฀MADv฀BEING฀AUGMENTED฀
BY฀THE฀ALIENATION฀OF฀THE฀MAD�฀REVEALS฀MORE฀OF฀THE฀PROTECTIVE฀MECHANISMS฀USED฀
BY฀SOCIETY฀TO฀PROTECT฀ITSELF฀AND฀PROTECT฀ITS฀OWN฀IMAGE�

/N฀h(AWÊDITHv฀OR฀!CCIDENTS

!PART฀ FROM฀ THE฀ POLITICAL฀ CRITIQUE฀ OR฀ NEWS฀ REPORTING฀ AND฀ THE฀ GOSSIP
ORIENTED฀
SOCIETY฀AND฀SPORTS฀SECTIONS�฀THE฀h(AWÊDITHv�฀�ACCIDENTS	฀IS฀A฀UBIQUITOUS฀SECTION฀
IN฀ALL฀%GYPTIAN฀NEWSPAPERS�฀!ND฀THOUGH฀THIS฀SECTION฀IS฀USUALLY฀OF฀HIGH฀POPULAR

ITY฀AMONG฀READERS�฀THE฀STATE
OWNED฀46฀AND฀2ADIO�฀WHICH฀HAVE฀A฀MUCH฀WIDER฀

��฀ h4HE฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀AND฀THE฀CRIMINAL฀ARE฀CLOSELY฀LINKED฀TO฀OUR฀CON

CEPTION฀OF฀SOCIAL฀TIES�v฀�2ENNEVILLE�฀�����฀P�฀��	�
��฀ )BID�
��฀ )N฀ THE฀ %GYPTIAN฀ PRESS�฀ THE฀ WORD฀ hACCIDENTSv฀ IS฀ USED฀ TO฀ DESCRIBE฀ THE฀ SECTION฀ OF฀
CRIMES�฀ TRIALS฀AND฀ACCIDENTS�฀ )N฀ THIS฀PAPER�฀hACCIDENTSv฀WILL฀BE฀USED฀TO฀REFER฀ TO฀ THAT฀
SECTION�

EMA10 Final.indd   228 10/12/07   13:34:59 



���

-!$-!.฀7!,+).'

PUBLIC฀IN฀THE฀HALF
ILLITERATE฀%GYPTIAN฀SOCIETY�฀HAVE฀SLIGHT�฀IF฀ANY�฀PRESENTATION฀OF฀
SUCH฀TYPES฀OF฀NEWS�฀APART฀FROM฀SCATTERED฀NEWS฀ABOUT฀POLITICALLY
RELATED฀CRIMES฀
AND฀ONE฀OR฀TWO฀WEEKLY฀SHOWS฀CELEBRATING฀POLICE฀EXPLOITS��฀฀!LTHOUGH฀NOT฀VERY฀
WIDELY฀SPREAD�฀NEWSPAPERS฀REMAIN฀DOMINANT฀IN฀THE฀lELD OF h!CCIDENTSv�

"EING฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀POPULAR฀STATE
OWNED฀NEWSPAPERS฀IN฀%GYPT�฀!L
!KHBÊR฀
MADE฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀lRST TRIALS TO ISSUE A PAPER SPECIALIZED IN h!CCIDENTSv� 4HE SLO

GAN฀WAS฀COINED฀SHORTLY฀AFTER฀AND฀WAS฀REPRODUCED฀ON฀46฀CHANNELS�฀h4HE฀!IM�฀
#RIME฀NEVER฀DOES฀ANY฀GOOD฀AND฀PUNISHMENT฀IS฀ALWAYS฀CERTAIN�v

#RIME฀HAS฀ALWAYS฀BEEN฀PICTURED฀AS฀MORAL฀DEVIATION฀AND฀VIOLENCE฀HAS฀BEEN฀
SEEN฀AS฀ALIEN฀ TO฀ THE฀HAPPY฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀ SOCIAL฀ ROLE฀OF฀ THE฀PRESS฀ IS฀ TO฀PURSUE฀
SUCH฀DEVIATION�฀ASSURE฀ITS฀WORTHLESSNESS฀AND฀SEE฀IT฀TO฀A฀JUST฀PUNISHMENT�฀SUCH฀
PURSUIT฀WAS฀ALWAYS฀BASED฀ON฀A฀hTHICKv฀MORAL฀BASIS��฀฀!N฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀SUCH฀TREAT

MENT฀IS฀THE฀INCIDENT฀OF฀2AIYYÊ฀AND฀3AKÔNA�฀ACCOMPLICES฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀MURDERS฀
OF฀WOMEN฀FOR฀THE฀PURPOSE฀OF฀ROBBERY฀IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀WHICH฀WAS฀THE฀BEGINNING฀
OF฀A฀WAVE฀OF฀ARTICLES฀PORTRAYING฀DIFFERENT฀FEATURES฀OF฀hSOCIAL฀MORALITYv�฀)N฀FACT�฀
THE฀METHOD฀OF฀COVERAGE฀ IN฀ THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PRESS฀ SIGNALLED฀ THE฀EMERGENCE฀OF฀A฀
MASS฀CULTURE฀ IN฀����S฀%GYPT฀COINCIDING฀WITH฀ THE฀EMERGENCE฀OF฀NATIONALISM�฀
-OREOVER�฀THE฀PRESS฀COVERAGE฀OF฀THE฀INCIDENTS฀AND฀THE฀REVIEWS฀WRITTEN฀ABOUT฀
THEM฀WERE฀USED฀TO฀ASSIST฀THE฀BIRTH฀OF฀A฀COMMON฀NATIONAL฀hMORALITYv฀AND฀THE฀
IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀SOCIETY฀�,OPEZ�฀����	�฀

%XCEPT฀ FOR฀ SOME฀ POLITICALLY฀ ORIENTED฀ ISSUES�฀ THE฀ POLICE฀ AND฀ THE฀ JUDICIARY฀
ARE฀NOT฀TO฀BE฀QUESTIONED฀INSIDE฀THE฀h!CCIDENTSv฀SECTION�฀4HEIR฀WITS฀AND฀THEIR฀
CARE฀FOR฀THE฀SOCIETY฀ARE฀ESTEEMED฀TO฀BE฀BEYOND฀DOUBT�฀4HE฀RELATIONSHIP฀OF฀THE฀
REPORTER฀AND฀THE฀POLICE฀OFlCER� WHO IS THE MAJOR IF NOT THE ONLY SOURCE� IS A
PRIORITY�฀!CCORDINGLY�฀THE฀PRESS฀SHOULD฀REFRAIN฀FROM฀ANY฀CRITIQUE฀OR฀DEMANDS฀OF฀
DISCLOSURE�฀4HE฀lGHT AGAINST CRIME IS THE PRIORITY�

!N฀IMPORTANT฀REMARK฀WHILE฀READING฀h!CCIDENTSv฀IS฀THE฀OVERWHELMING฀SIMI

LARITY฀AMONG฀REPORTS฀ FROM฀STATE
OWNED�฀ INDEPENDENT฀AND฀OPPOSITION฀PAPERS�฀
4HE฀REPORTS฀COME฀FROM฀THE฀SAME฀SOURCES�฀USUALLY฀POLICE฀OFlCIALS� WHO INFORM
ALMOST฀EQUALLY฀ALL฀ REPORTERS�฀4HE฀ RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀ THE฀hSOURCEv฀AND฀ THE฀
REPORTER฀ IS฀ THUS฀CRUCIAL�฀!NY฀CRITIQUE฀OR฀SUSPICION฀SHOULD฀BE฀KEPT฀ TO฀A฀MINI

MUM฀AND฀NEITHER฀THE฀POLICE฀NOR฀THE฀JUDICIARY฀SHOULD฀BE฀OVERTLY฀CRITICIZED฀BY฀
REPORTERS�฀EXCEPT฀IN฀VERY฀RARE฀SITUATIONS฀WHERE฀THE฀POLITICIZATION฀OF฀THE฀REPORT฀
IS฀INEVITABLE�

��฀ !N฀EXAMPLE฀IS฀THE฀PROGRAM฀h7ARÊ�฀AL฀ASWÊRv�฀WHICH฀IS฀SHOWN฀DURING฀PRIME฀VIEW

ING฀PERIODS฀ON฀THE฀46�S฀lRST CHANNEL AND DISCUSSES THE SUCCESS OF POLICE IN BRINGING
DOWN฀CRIMINALS�
��฀ &OR฀MORE฀DETAILS�฀SEE฀ALSO฀7ALZER�฀�����฀7ALZER฀DIFFERENTIATES฀BETWEEN฀TWO฀LAN

GUAGES฀OF฀MORALITY�฀A฀ THICK฀MORALITY�฀STUFFED฀WITH฀PRINCIPLES฀AND฀VALUES฀AND฀VISIONS฀
OF฀THE฀WORLD�฀AND฀A฀THIN฀MORALITY�฀FOCUSING฀ON฀THE฀GENERAL�฀SHARED฀VALUES�฀"ORROWING฀
7ALZER�S฀CONCEPTUALIZATION�฀THE฀ARTICLE฀DESCRIBES฀THE฀MORAL฀BASIS฀AS฀THICK�฀BEING฀FULL฀
OF฀RHETORIC฀ABOUT฀RIGHT฀AND฀WRONG฀AND฀OTHER฀VISIONS฀OF฀SOCIETY�฀
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2EADING฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PRESS

)N฀HIS฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀PRESS�฀0IERRE฀"OURDIEU฀CONSIDERS฀IT฀AS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀SPACES฀OF฀
COMPETITION฀AMONG฀DIFFERENT฀SOCIAL฀ACTORS฀FOR฀SYMBOLIC฀POWER฀�"OURDIEU�฀����	�฀
)N฀THEIR฀STRUGGLE�฀THEY฀AIM฀AT฀COINING฀CERTAIN฀METAPHORS�฀WHICH฀WOULD฀COMPOSE฀
A฀hPUBLIC฀OPINIONv�฀ENSURING฀MORE฀AND฀MORE฀hSOCIAL฀CAPITALv�฀!฀STUDY฀OF฀MEDIA฀
OR฀JOURNALISM�฀ASSUMING฀THIS฀GIVEN�฀SHOULD฀NOT฀BE฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀STUDYING฀ANY฀
LITERARY฀OR฀ARTISTIC฀lELD AND SHOULD CONCENTRATE� NOT ONLY ON THE DISCOURSES AND
PRESENTATIONS฀USED฀BY฀THIS฀MEDIUM�฀BUT฀MORE฀IMPORTANTLY�฀ON฀THE฀ROLES฀PLAYED฀
BY฀DIFFERENT฀SOCIAL฀ACTORS฀AND฀THEIR฀STRUGGLE฀FOR฀SYMBOLIC฀POWER฀AND฀CAPITAL�฀

!PPLYING฀SUCH฀A฀METHODOLOGY฀TO฀%GYPTIAN฀SOCIETY฀AND฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PRESS฀IS฀
VERY฀CHALLENGING�฀!฀LONG
ESTABLISHED�฀AUTHORITARIAN�฀CORRUPT฀REGIME�฀WHICH฀HAS฀
MONOPOLIZED฀ FOR฀DECADES฀AND฀CONTINUES฀ TO฀MONOPOLIZE฀ THE฀PUBLIC฀ SPHERES�฀
HAS฀DONE฀ITS฀BEST฀TO฀RENDER฀DIFFERENT฀SOCIAL฀ACTORS฀MORE฀AND฀MORE฀DOMESTICATED฀
AND฀INCORPORATED฀WITHIN฀THE฀FRAMEWORK฀OF฀A฀SINGLE฀VOICE�฀4HESE฀TRIALS฀OF฀ THE฀
REGIME�฀OSCILLATING฀FROM฀ULTIMATE฀SUCCESS฀TO฀RELATIVE฀FAILURE฀ACCORDING฀TO฀TIME฀
AND฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀HAVE฀MODIlED THE SOCIAL LANDSCAPE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM
THE฀TRADITIONAL฀"OURDIEUSIAN฀STRUGGLE฀TO฀IMAGES฀OF฀NEGOTIATIONS�฀CONTAINMENT�฀
INCORPORATION฀AND฀EVEN฀ IDENTIlCATION� AND FROM MULTIPLE VOICES TO A SWING

ING฀BETWEEN฀AN฀ECHOLESS฀SINGLE฀VOICE฀AND฀A฀VOICE฀WITH฀MULTIPLE�฀SOMETIMES฀
DISTORTED฀ECHOES�฀!฀SOCIOLOGICAL฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀SUCH฀A฀LANDSCAPE฀HAS฀TO฀TAKE฀INTO฀
CONSIDERATION฀ALL฀POSSIBLE฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀SOCIAL฀POWERS�฀THEIR฀
NETWORKS฀OF฀RELATIONS฀AND฀THEIR฀CONNECTIONS�฀AMONG฀OTHER฀THINGS�฀!N฀IMPORTANT฀
ADDITION฀ TO฀ SOCIOLOGY�฀ IN฀ THIS฀ CASE�฀ IS฀ THE฀ DISCOURSE฀ ANALYSIS�฀4HIS฀ APPROACH฀
SHOULD฀ALLOW฀FOR฀MORE฀PERMEABILITY฀OF฀THE฀RESEARCH฀MEDIUM฀THROUGH฀PERME

ATING�ANALYZING฀ ITS฀ MORE฀ OBVIOUS฀ AND฀ OVERT฀ REPRESENTATIONS�DISCOURSES฀ AND฀
BENElTING FROM SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING TO hPORTRAYv THE SOCIAL LANDSCAPE WITH
ALL฀ITS฀COMPLICATIONS�฀RELATIONS฀AND฀INTERCONNECTIONS�

4HUS�฀THE฀ARTICLE฀HAS฀OPTED฀FOR฀A฀METHODOLOGY฀BASED฀ON฀DISCOURSE฀ANALYSIS฀
IN฀AN฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀TRACE฀THE฀JOURNALISTIC฀DISCOURSE฀OF฀MADNESS฀AS฀REVEALING฀OF฀DIF

FERENT฀SOCIAL฀POWERS฀WITH฀THEIR฀COMPLEX฀NETWORK฀OF฀RELATIONS�฀

%34!",)3().'฀02//&฀/&฀-!$.%33

4HE฀%GYPTIAN฀CRIMINAL฀LAW฀RECOGNIZES฀THE฀COURT฀AS฀THE฀SUPREME฀EXPERT฀IN฀ALL฀
lELDS� 4HE JUDGE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO CALL FOR THE ADVICE OF CERTAIN SPECIALISTS
IN฀CERTAIN฀ISSUES฀AND฀HAS฀THE฀RIGHT฀TO฀DISMISS฀THEIR฀ADVICE฀AND฀ACT฀NOT฀IN฀ACCOR

DANCE฀WITH฀IT�฀

$ECLARING฀MENTAL฀ILLNESS฀IN฀THE฀COURT฀OF฀LAW฀IS฀THUS฀THE฀RESPONSIBILITY฀OF฀THE฀
JUDGE�฀WHO฀USUALLY฀REFERS฀THE฀hACCUSEDv�฀TO฀A฀MENTAL฀HOSPITAL฀OR฀TO฀A฀SPECIALIST฀
OF฀PSYCHIATRY฀TO฀GIVE฀A฀PROFESSIONAL฀OPINION฀ABOUT฀HIS�HER฀hMENTAL฀CAPACITIESv�฀
4HE฀ LEGAL฀ DECLARATION฀ OF฀ MADNESS฀ IS฀ THUS฀ A฀ LENGTHY฀ PROCESS�฀ WHICH฀ REQUIRES฀
A฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ PROCEDURES�฀4HE฀ JOURNALISTIC฀ DECLARATION฀ OF฀ MADNESS�฀ AND฀ THE฀
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JOURNALISTIC฀PROOFS฀ THAT฀ARE฀GIVEN฀TO฀ THE฀READERS�฀ARE฀BASED฀ON฀A฀MUCH฀FASTER฀
DECISION฀AND฀ARE฀ISSUED฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀REPORTS฀WITHOUT฀AWAITING฀THE฀JUDGMENT฀OF฀
THE฀JUDICIARY�฀)N฀THIS฀PART�฀THE฀LEGAL฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀MAIN฀CONCERN฀
BUT฀RATHER฀THE฀JOURNALISTIC฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS�

/N฀-ARCH฀���฀�����฀!YMAN฀!L
3EBÊ@Ô฀WRITES฀IN฀STATE
OWNED฀!L
*UMUHßRIYYA฀
UNDER฀THE฀TITLE�฀h4HE฀NOON฀CRIME฀THAT฀SHOCKED฀!L
.OZHA�฀THREE฀VICTIMS฀AND฀THE฀
KILLER฀ IS฀ -AD�v฀4HE฀ CRIME฀ TOOK฀ PLACE฀ IN฀!L
.OZHA฀ NEIGHBOURHOOD฀ IN฀ #AIRO�฀
WHERE฀ THE฀ ACCUSED฀ SLAUGHTERED฀ A฀ NEIGHBOUR฀ AND฀ HIS฀ DAUGHTER�฀ AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀
ANOTHER฀NEIGHBOUR฀WHO฀HAPPENED฀TO฀PASS฀BY�

5NDER฀THE฀lRST SUBTITLE h4HE 3TARTv� THE ARTICLE TELLS THE STORY OF THE ACCUSED
WHO฀ hSUFFERED฀ FROM฀ PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ DISTURBANCE฀ AFTER฀ HIS฀ FATHER�S฀ DEATH���฀4HE฀
MOTHER฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀WOULD฀TAKE฀HIM฀TO฀SEVERAL฀PSYCHIATRIC฀HOSPITALS฀FOR฀TREAT

MENTx฀THAT฀HE฀STILL฀VISITS฀TO฀OBTAIN฀TREATMENT�v�

)N฀THIS฀CASE�฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀ALLEGED฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTURBANCE฀WAS฀NOT฀
MENTIONED�฀)NSTEAD�฀THE฀JOURNALIST฀STRESSED฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀ACCUSED฀CONSULTED฀
A฀PSYCHIATRIST฀AND฀VISITED฀PSYCHIATRIC฀HOSPITALS�฀4HE฀RELATION฀WITH฀THE฀hlELD OF
PSYCHIATRYv�฀ IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀ OF฀ PHYSICIANS�฀ HOSPITALS฀ AND�OR฀ TREATMENT�฀ WAS฀ THE฀
DETERMINING฀FACTOR฀IN฀PROPOSING฀AN฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS�

)N฀$ECEMBER฀�����฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀MURDER฀OF฀TEN฀PEOPLE฀IN฀"ÊNÔ฀-AZÊR฀IN฀
AL
-INYÊ฀GOVERNORATE฀AND฀ THE฀MUTILATION฀OF฀ THEIR฀ SEXUAL฀ORGANS฀AND฀lNGERS�
THE฀POLICE฀ACCUSED฀A฀YOUNG฀MAN฀OF฀COMMITTING฀THE฀CRIME�฀!L
7AFD�฀THE฀OFl

CIAL฀ NEWSPAPER฀ OF฀!L
7AFD฀PARTY�฀ SAID฀ h3ECURITY฀ FORCES฀ PURSUED฀ THEIR฀ EFFORTS฀
TO฀UNCOVER฀THE฀MYSTERY฀OF฀THE฀CRIMEx฀AND฀ARE฀STILL฀QUESTIONING฀THE฀MENTALLY฀
DISTURBED฀;MAN=฀WHO฀WAS฀ARRESTED฀AS฀THE฀lRST SUSPECT IN THIS BRUTAL CRIME� )T
WAS฀KNOWN฀THAT฀HE฀VISITS฀A฀PSYCHIATRIST�฀!ND฀THE฀POLICE฀OBTAINED฀A฀REPORT฀FROM฀
THE฀PSYCHIATRIST�฀WHO฀ASSURED฀THAT฀THE฀PATIENT฀SUFFERS฀FROM฀MULTIPLE฀PERSONALITY฀
DISORDER฀AND฀IS฀LIABLE฀TO฀COMMIT฀EXTREME฀VIOLENCE�v�฀

2ßZ฀ AL
9ßSIF฀ QUOTES฀ THE฀ MEDICAL฀ REPORTS�฀ hTHE฀ ACCUSED฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ UNDER฀
TREATMENT฀SINCE฀����฀FROM฀MULTIPLE฀PERSONALITY฀DISORDER�฀MANIA฀AND฀/BSESSIVE฀
#OMPULSIVE฀$ISORDER฀AND฀COULD฀COMMIT฀ANY฀ACTION฀WITHOUT฀BEING฀AWARE฀OF฀IT�฀
AND฀HAS฀GREAT฀HOSTILITY฀TOWARDS฀HIS฀NEIGHBOURS฀AND฀ALSO�฀HE฀STOPPED฀TAKING฀HIS฀
MEDICINES฀��฀DAYS฀BEFORE฀THE฀INCIDENT�v��฀

��฀ 5NLIKE฀THE฀!NGLO
3AXON฀LEGAL฀LITERATURE�฀IN฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀LITERATURE�฀THE฀DEFENDANT฀
IS฀CALLED฀THE฀ACCUSED�฀4HIS฀ARTICLE฀WILL฀FOLLOW฀THE฀LATTER฀NOMENCLATURE�
��฀ !YMAN฀!L
3EBÊ@Ô�฀h4HREE฀VICTIMS฀AND฀THE฀KILLER฀IS฀MADv�฀!L
*UMUHßRIYYA�฀-ARCH฀
���฀�����
��฀ -AMDßH฀(ASSAN฀AND฀+HÊLED฀)DRÔS�฀h4HE฀SECURITY฀CONTINUES฀ITS฀EFFORTS฀TO฀UNCOVER฀
THE฀MYSTERY฀OF฀THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀3HAMS฀AL
$ÔN฀6ILLAGE฀IN฀AL
-INYÊv�฀!L
7AFD�฀*ANUARY฀
��฀�����฀
���฀3AYYYED฀'HÊNEM�฀-AHMßD฀$EYÊB�฀:AKARIYYÊ฀!HMAD฀AND฀3HAIMA�฀!Bß
L
,AYL�฀
h4HE฀ACCUSED�฀A฀CALLING฀FROM฀THE฀SKY฀ORDERED฀ME฀TO฀DO฀THE฀MASSACREv�฀2ßZ฀AL
YßSIF�฀
*ANUARY฀��฀�����
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4HE฀ACCUSATIONS฀OF฀THE฀POLICE฀WERE฀NOT฀SUBJECTED฀TO฀ANY฀FORM฀OF฀INVESTIGA

TION�฀4HEY฀WERE฀ TAKEN฀ FOR฀GRANTED�฀EVEN฀BY฀AN฀OPPOSITION฀PAPER�฀!GAIN�฀ THE฀
PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀WAS฀HIS฀VISITS฀TO฀PSYCHIATRISTS฀AND฀A฀MEDICAL฀REPORT�฀WHICH฀
CONTAINED฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀ INEXPLICABLE฀AND฀IRRELEVANT฀NOTIONS�฀4HE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀
SUCH฀NOTIONS฀INDICATES฀THAT฀NEITHER฀THEIR฀MEANING฀NOR฀THE฀CONTENTS฀OF฀THE฀REPORT฀
WERE฀IMPORTANT�฀/NLY฀ITS฀MERE฀AVAILABILITY฀WAS�

)N฀!PRIL฀�����฀ THREE฀DIFFERENT฀ CHURCHES฀WERE฀ATTACKED฀ IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀ THE฀
POLICE฀ ACCUSED฀-AHMßD฀3ALÊH฀AL
$ÔN฀ @!BD฀AL
2ÊZIQ�฀ A฀WORKER�฀ OF฀ PERFORM

ING฀ THE฀ASSAULTS�฀4HE฀ATTACKER฀hSUFFERS฀ FROM฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTURBANCEx฀AND฀
HE฀RECEIVED฀TREATMENT฀AND฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀SESSIONS฀IN฀!L
-A@MßRA฀PSYCHIATRIC฀
HOSPITAL�v��฀฀!GAIN�฀THE฀VISITS฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀TO฀THE฀MENTAL฀HOSPITAL�฀HIS฀RECEIV

ING฀ PSYCHIATRIC฀ MEDICATIONS฀ AND�OR฀ VISITING฀ A฀ PSYCHIATRIST฀ WERE฀ ALL฀ SUFlCIENT
PROOFS฀OF฀HIS฀MADNESS�฀4HE฀REPORTERS฀USED฀SOMETIMES฀MULTIPLE฀MIXED฀NAMES฀OF฀
DISEASES฀AND฀DISORDERS�฀WHICH฀REMAIN฀FAR฀FROM฀THE฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀THE฀LAYMAN�฀
4HE฀MESSAGE฀TO฀BE฀DELIVERED฀IS฀THAT฀hHEv฀HAS฀A฀PROBLEM฀IN฀HIS฀MIND�฀

)N฀THE฀EXAMPLES�฀THE฀MEDICAL฀HISTORY฀OF฀PSYCHIATRIC฀CONSULTATION฀WAS฀A฀CRU

CIAL฀ FACTOR฀ IN฀ PROVING฀ MADNESS฀ IN฀ THE฀ PRESS�฀ )N฀ DOING฀ SO�฀ THE฀ REPORTERS฀ AND฀
JOURNALISTS฀ RELIED฀ ON฀ THE฀ AUTHORITY฀ DERIVED฀ FROM฀ THE฀ MEDICAL฀ EXPERTISE฀ AND฀
THE฀ MEDICAL฀ TERMINOLOGY�฀ WHICH฀ WERE฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE฀ REPORTS฀ IN฀ MULTIPLE฀ CASES�฀
(OWEVER�฀THE฀MEDICAL฀AUTHORITY฀WAS฀NOT฀THE฀ONLY฀STONE฀USED฀TO฀BUILD฀THE฀PROOF฀
OF฀MADNESS�

)N฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀THE฀!L
.OZHA฀KILLER�฀THE฀REPORTER฀ADDS฀THAT฀HE฀HAD฀LEFT฀HIS฀JOB฀
AS฀A฀GOVERNMENT฀EMPLOYEE฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀BEFORE���฀ ฀!NOTHER฀ARTICLE฀ABOUT฀THE฀
SAME฀INCIDENT฀STARTS฀WITH฀A฀SURPRISE�฀hTHE฀SURPRISE฀IS฀BRIEmY THAT THE MADMAN
OF฀!L
.OZHA฀IS฀NOT฀MAD�v��฀฀4HE฀HOSPITAL�฀WHERE฀HIS฀MOTHER฀SAID฀HE฀WAS฀BEING฀
TREATED�฀DENIED฀ANY฀RELATION฀WITH฀HIM�฀4HE฀REPORTER�฀THOUGH฀PRESENTING฀THE฀SUR

PRISE฀AT฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀HIS฀ARTICLE�฀BRINGS฀ABOUT฀ALL฀hPIECES฀OF฀EVIDENCEv฀OF฀
HIS฀MADNESS�฀(E฀REFUSES฀TO฀PRAY฀IN฀THE฀MOSQUE฀BECAUSE฀NO฀ONE฀IS฀GOOD฀ENOUGH฀
TO฀BE฀HIS฀IMAM�฀HE฀LEFT฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀JOB฀BECAUSE฀THE฀MONEY฀OF฀THE฀GOVERN

MENT฀COMES฀FROM฀PROSTITUTION฀AND฀DRUGS�฀h3TRANGELY�฀HIS฀NEIGHBOURS฀SAID฀HE฀IS฀
A฀POLITE฀PERSON฀AND฀APOLOGIZES฀IF฀HE฀MAKES฀A฀MISTAKE�v��฀฀(ERE�฀THE฀REPORTER฀
BRINGS฀ABOUT฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀ACTS฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED�฀WHICH฀CAN฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀STRANGE฀
AND฀INCOMPREHENSIBLE�฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀HIS฀NEIGHBOURS฀FOUND฀HIM฀POLITE฀AND฀CALM฀
IS฀BROUGHT฀ABOUT฀AS฀hSTRANGEv฀IN฀RELATION฀TO฀WHAT�฀EXPECTED฀OF฀A฀MADMAN�฀!T฀THE฀
END฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLE�฀THE฀REPORTER฀WRITES฀THE฀CONCLUSION�฀hAFTER฀HIS฀FATHER�S฀DEATH�฀

���฀:AYNAB฀9ßSIF฀AND฀@®DIL฀(ELMÔ�฀h-ENTALLY฀DISTURBED฀ATTACKS฀TWO฀CHURCHES฀AND฀TRIES฀
TO฀SNEAK฀TO฀A฀THIRDv�฀!KHBÊR฀AL
YAWM�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
���฀!YMAN฀!L
3EBÊ@Ô�฀OP฀CIT�
���฀̧ HÊB฀(EGAZY�฀h-UHAMMAD฀AL
4ßMÔ฀LEFT฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀JOB฀BECAUSE฀THE฀GOVERN

MENT฀MONEY฀IS฀DIRTY฀AND฀KILLED฀HIS฀NEIGHBORS฀TO฀GET฀RID฀FROM฀THEIR฀ANNOYANCEv�฀3AWT฀
AL
UMMA�฀-ARCH฀���฀�����
���฀)BID�
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HE฀HAD฀A฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀CRISIS฀AND฀BECAME฀AN฀INTROVERT฀AND฀REFUSED฀TO฀DEAL฀WITH฀
OTHERS�฀!ND฀WHEN฀HIS฀MOTHER฀TOOK฀HIM฀TO฀MANY฀PSYCHIATRISTS�฀THEY฀SAID฀HE฀HAD฀
MULTIPLE฀PERSONALITY฀DISORDER฀AND฀HE฀WAS฀lRED FROM HIS JOB BECAUSE OF THAT� SO
HIS฀MOTHER฀KEPT฀HIM฀AT฀HOME฀AND฀PREVENTED฀HIM฀FROM฀GOING฀OUT฀AT฀ALL�v��

)N฀THE฀SAME฀CONTEXT�฀!L
3EBÊ@Ô฀WRITES฀ABOUT฀THE฀ACCUSED฀BEING฀hIN฀A฀STATE฀
OF฀ RAGE฀WITH฀ SPARKS฀ COMING฀OUT฀ OF฀ HIS฀ EYES�v��฀ ฀(E฀DESCRIBES฀ HIS฀ ENORMOUS฀
STRENGTH฀THAT฀PREVENTED฀THE฀NEIGHBOURS฀FROM฀CONTROLLING฀HIM฀AND฀TELLS฀THAT฀hHE฀
KEPT฀MUTTERING฀ INCOMPREHENSIBLE฀PHRASES�v��฀ ฀(ERE�฀ THE฀ TRADITIONAL฀ IMAGE฀OF฀
THE฀MAD฀OR฀ THE฀POSSESSED�฀AS฀EXTREMELY฀STRONG฀WITH฀SPARKS฀COMING฀FROM฀THE฀
EYES฀AND฀RAGE฀THAT฀COULD฀DESTROY฀EVERYTHING฀AROUND฀HIM�฀IS฀BROUGHT฀INTO฀PLAY฀
AS฀WELL�

3IMILARLY�฀ IN฀ THE฀ASSAULT฀AGAINST฀ THE฀CHURCHES฀ IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀ THE฀REPORTERS฀
QUOTED฀THE฀MOTHER฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀STATING฀THAT฀HER฀SON฀BEATS฀PEOPLE฀AND฀THEN฀
DOES฀NOT฀KNOW฀WHAT฀HE฀DID�฀-ORE฀INCIDENTS฀ABOUT฀HIM฀BEATING฀UP฀OTHER฀PEOPLE฀
DURING฀HIS฀PERIOD฀OF฀OBLIGATORY฀MILITARY฀SERVICE฀WERE฀ALSO฀BROUGHT฀ABOUT���฀฀4HE฀
REPORTERS฀ADDED฀THAT฀THE฀ACCUSED฀GOES฀INTO฀CYCLIC฀PERIODS฀OF฀hRAGEv฀THAT฀RECUR฀
EVERY฀!PRIL���

)N฀ALL฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀THE฀JOURNALISTS฀DEPENDED฀ON฀TWO฀KEY฀FACTORS฀
IN฀ISSUING฀A฀JUDGMENT฀OF฀MADNESS฀AND฀IN฀PROVOKING฀THEIR฀READERS฀INTO฀APPROV

ING฀OF฀THEIR฀JUDGMENT�฀&IRST�฀THE฀JOURNALISTS฀DEPENDED฀ON฀THE฀MEDICAL฀AUTHORITY฀
OF฀ THE฀ PSYCHIATRISTS฀ AND฀ THE฀ MEDICAL฀ REPORTS฀ AS฀ IRREFUTABLE฀ JUDGMENTS฀ OF฀ THE฀
EXPERTS�฀3ECOND�฀THEY฀STRESSED฀THE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀THE฀hSUBJECTv฀BEING฀INCOMPREHEN

SIBLE฀AND฀UNLIKELY฀TO฀COME฀OUT฀OF฀A฀hSANEv฀PERSON�฀฀฀

4(%฀-!$฀!3฀!฀4(2%!4

!S฀WITH฀ANY฀SIGNIlCANT INCIDENT OR CRIME� THE CRIMES OF THE hMADv WERE USU

ALLY฀ FOLLOWED฀BY฀CERTAIN฀ REPERCUSSIONS฀AND฀ECHOES฀ IN฀ THE฀PRESS�฀4HE฀ARTICLES฀
FOLLOWING฀ THE฀ EVENT฀ WERE฀ USUALLY฀ AIMING฀ AT฀ AND�OR฀ REVEALING฀ OF฀ A฀ CERTAIN฀
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀hHOW฀THINGS฀SHOULD฀BEv฀AND฀HOW฀SOCIETY฀SHOULD฀REACT฀TO฀THE฀
CONCERNED฀INCIDENT฀AND฀SIMILAR฀INCIDENTS�

/N฀!PRIL฀��฀�����฀A฀TEACHER฀IN฀AL
-INYÊ฀GOVERNORATE฀WAS฀ACCUSED฀OF฀MUR

DERING฀HIS฀ THREE฀CHILDREN฀IN฀REVENGE฀OF฀HIS฀WIFE�฀4HERE฀WAS฀NOT฀MUCH฀TO฀SAY฀
ABOUT฀HIS฀PREVIOUS฀PSYCHIATRIC฀HISTORY�฀(E฀NEVER฀CONSULTED฀A฀PSYCHIATRIST฀AND฀

���฀)BID�
���฀!YMAN฀!L
3EBÊ@Ô�฀OP�฀CIT�฀
���฀)BID�
���฀-ICHAEL฀ @®DIL�฀ -U�MEN฀ !NAS�฀ :AKARIYYÊ฀ !HMAD�฀ -UHAMMAD฀ :AKARIYYÊ฀ AND฀
7ALÔD฀!Bß
L
@%LA�฀ h2ßZ฀!L
9ßSIFv฀ PUBLISHES฀ THE฀ REAL฀MOTIVES฀ BEHIND฀ THE฀ ASSAULT฀ ON฀
!LEXANDRIA฀CHURCHESv�฀2ßZ฀AL
YßSIF฀DAILY฀NEWSPAPER�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
���฀)BID�
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NEVER฀ATTENDED฀A฀MENTAL฀HOSPITAL�฀"ÊHÔ฀AL
2ßBÔ�฀THOUGH�฀REPORTED฀THE฀INCIDENT฀
IN฀!L
*UMUHßRIYYA฀UNDER฀ THE฀TITLE�฀h.EHÊL�฀+HULßD฀AND฀:IYÊDx฀VICTIMS฀OF฀A฀
MAD฀FATHER฀AND฀A฀GREEDY฀MOTHER�v��฀฀4HE฀REPORTER฀USED฀THE฀DETAILS฀OF฀THE฀MURDER฀
TO฀JUSTIFY฀THE฀MADNESS฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED�฀THE฀FATHER฀TOOK฀HIS฀CHILDREN฀FROM฀SCHOOL�฀
KILLED฀THEM฀IN฀HIS฀HOUSE฀AND฀BURNED฀THE฀WHOLE฀APARTMENT�฀THEN฀CONFESSED฀TO฀
THE฀SCHOOL฀HEADMISTRESS฀WHO฀DID฀NOT฀BELIEVE฀HIM฀AND฀THEN฀mED TO !L
(USSEIN
TO฀LIVE฀AS฀A฀BEGGAR฀UNTIL฀HE฀WAS฀lNALLY ARRESTED� !LL ARE ACTIONS WHICH CANNOT BE
COMMITTED฀EXCEPT฀BY฀A฀MAD฀MAN�฀4HREE฀DAYS฀LATER�฀-AMDßH฀(ASAN฀WROTE฀AN฀
ARTICLE฀IN฀!L
7AFD฀ENTITLED�฀h3O฀THAT฀THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀AL
-INYÊ฀WOULD฀NOT฀RECUR�฀
�฀MILLION฀PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENTS฀THREATEN฀TO฀TAKE฀REVENGE฀ON฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�v��฀฀4HE฀
ARTICLE฀WAS฀HEADED฀BY฀ THE฀PHOTO฀OF฀ THE฀ TEACHER�฀4HE฀ JOURNALIST฀EXPLAINS฀ THAT฀
STUDIES�฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀WHICH฀HE฀NEVER฀EXPLAINS�฀AFlRM THAT ��� OF THE INMATES
OF฀MENTAL฀HOSPITALS฀WERE฀CONVICTED฀IN฀CRIMES�฀hWHICH฀IS฀A฀RATIO฀HIGHER฀THAN฀THAT฀
OF฀CRIMINALS฀TO฀ORDINARY฀INDIVIDUALS�v��฀฀(E฀QUOTES฀$R�฀-AGDÔ฀@!RAFA�฀A฀PROFES

SOR฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY฀AT฀!L
!ZHAR฀5NIVERSITY�฀SAYING�฀h4HE฀PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENT฀IS฀A฀
TIME฀BOMB฀ THAT฀COULD฀EXPLODE฀AT฀ANY฀MOMENT�฀!ND฀ THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀-ENIA฀
COULD฀RECUR฀AT฀ANY฀TIME�฀SINCE฀THERE฀ARE฀THOUSANDS฀OF฀PATIENTS฀LIVING฀AMONG฀US฀
WITHOUT฀TREATMENT�v��

3IMILARLY�฀AFTER฀THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀"ÊNÔ฀-AZÊR�฀4URKÔ฀AND฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZÔZ฀WROTE฀
IN฀!L
!HRÊR�฀UNDER฀ THE฀ TITLE฀ h4HE฀"ÊNÔ฀-AZÊR฀KILLER฀OPENS฀ THE฀lLE� -AD AND
-URDERERS�฀���฀THOUSAND฀PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENTS฀THREATEN฀SOCIETYx฀ANYWAY�฀THE฀
CASE฀OPENED฀A฀SENSITIVE฀lLE ABOUT THE PSYCHOLOGICALLY DISTURBED MURDERER WHO
LIVES฀FREELY฀AMONG฀US฀WITH฀HIS฀HANDS฀ON฀THE฀TRIGGER฀OR฀A฀SHARP฀WEAPON�฀READY฀
TO฀KILL฀ANY฀PERSON฀WHOM฀HIS฀THINKING฀DRIVES฀HIM฀TO฀GET฀RID฀OF�v��฀฀4URKÔ฀WRITES฀
AGAIN฀ABOUT฀THE฀SAME฀TOPIC�฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀NEWSPAPER�฀AFTER฀THE฀ASSAULT฀ON฀THE฀
!LEXANDRIA฀CHURCHES�฀5NDER฀THE฀TITLE฀h#RIMES฀OF฀/FlCIAL -ADNESS�v��฀HE฀WRITES�฀
h)T฀IS฀THE฀BLOODY฀SERIES฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀STREETS฀AND฀THE฀CHRONIC฀SCHIZO

PHRENIC฀PATIENTS฀WHO฀ENTER฀HISTORY฀THROUGH฀THE฀GATE฀OF฀CRIME฀AND฀BECOME฀STARS฀
ON฀THE฀PAGES฀OF฀NEWSPAPERS฀JUST฀AS฀THEY฀HAD฀DREAMT�v฀(E฀QUOTES฀$R�฀(ÊSHIM฀
"AHARY�฀A฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY฀AT฀!L
!ZHAR฀5NIVERSITY�฀h4HE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀
PATIENTS฀ COMMITTING฀ CRIMES฀ IS฀ WELL฀ EXPECTED�฀ ESPECIALLY฀ WITH฀ THE฀ INCREASE฀

���฀"ÊHÔ฀AL
2ßBÔ�฀h.EHÊL�฀+HULßD฀AND฀:IYÊDx฀VICTIMS฀OF฀A฀MAD฀FATHER฀AND฀A฀GREEDY฀
MOTHERv�฀!L
*UMUHßRIYYA�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����
���฀-AMDßH฀(ASAN�฀h3O฀THAT฀ THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀AL
-INYÊ฀WOULD฀NOT฀RECUR�฀�฀MILLION฀
PSYCHOLOGICAL฀PATIENTS฀THREATEN฀TO฀TAKE฀REVENGE฀ON฀THEIR฀FAMILIESv�฀!L
7AFD�฀!PRIL฀��฀
�����฀
���฀)BID�
���฀)BID�฀
���฀@!LÔ฀4URKÔ฀AND฀-AMDßH฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZÔM�฀h4HE฀KILLER฀OF฀"ÊNÔ
-AZÊR฀OPENED฀THE฀lLE�
-AD฀AND฀-URDERERS�฀���฀THOUSAND฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀PATIENTS฀THREATEN฀THE฀SOCIETYv�฀!L

!HRÊR�฀*ANUARY฀��฀�����
���฀@!LÔ฀4URKÔ�฀h#RIMES฀OF฀/FlCIAL -ADNESSv� !L
!HRÊR�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
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IN฀ THEIR฀NUMBERS฀ IN฀PUBLIC฀PLACES฀AND฀BUS฀ STOPS�v��฀ ฀!ND฀HE฀ INSISTS฀ THAT฀ THE฀
PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENT฀COMMITS฀ANY฀VIOLENT฀ACT฀ FOR฀ FAME฀AND฀ TO฀DRAW฀ATTENTION�฀
EXPLAINING฀THAT฀THE฀PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENT฀IS฀SOMETIMES฀AN฀ENVIOUS฀PERSON�฀WHO฀
RESENTS฀SOCIETY฀AND฀ENJOYS฀HURTING฀OTHERS�฀

)N฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀THE฀CRIME฀OF฀A฀PERSON�฀WHO฀WAS฀SAID฀TO฀BE฀MAD�฀
WAS฀A฀TRIGGER฀TO฀REPORTS฀AND฀REVIEWS฀DISCUSSING฀THE฀SITUATION฀OF฀MAD฀PEOPLE฀IN฀
THE฀STREETS�฀4HE฀ONLY฀CRITIQUE฀TO฀THE฀MENTAL฀HOSPITALS฀AND฀THE฀MINISTRY฀OF฀HEALTH฀
WAS฀NOT฀DIRECTED฀TO฀THE฀TREATMENT฀OF฀THE฀PATIENTS�฀BUT฀TO฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀ENOUGH฀
BEDS฀INSIDE฀THE฀HOSPITALS฀TO฀HOST฀ALL฀THE฀h�฀MILLION฀PATIENTSv฀IN฀THE฀STREETS���

4HE฀ MAD฀ WERE฀ CLASSIlED AS A THREAT TO THE SOCIETY��฀ AND฀ THIS฀ THREAT฀ WAS฀
LINKED฀TO฀THEIR฀POTENTIAL฀TENDENCY฀TO฀VIOLENCE฀AND฀TO฀REVENGE฀AGAINST฀SOCIETY���฀฀฀
4HE฀ CLEAR฀ DIAGNOSIS฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ DISEASES฀ AND฀ THE฀ DIFFERENTIATION฀ BETWEEN฀ DIFFER

ENT฀TYPES฀OF฀PSYCHIATRIC�฀MENTAL฀AND�OR฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ILLNESS฀DID฀NOT฀SEEM฀TO฀
MATTER�฀%XPERTS฀AND฀DOCTORS฀WERE฀QUOTED฀ONLY฀TO฀INDICATE฀THE฀GREAT฀DANGER฀OF฀
THESE฀PATIENTS�฀NOT฀TO฀EXPLAIN฀ANY฀DETAILS฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CONDITIONS�฀)N฀ALL฀CASES�฀
THE฀READER฀WAS฀ALWAYS฀SUPPOSED฀TO฀BE฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀NEVER฀EXPERIENCED฀SUCH฀
PROBLEMS�฀WHO฀IS฀NOT฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀ALIENATED฀h�฀MILLIONSv฀OR฀EVEN฀THEIR฀RELATIVES฀
OR฀FRIENDS�฀4HE฀MAD�฀INCORPORATING฀ALL฀TYPES฀AND฀VARIETIES฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀AND฀
PSYCHIATRIC฀ILLNESS�฀ARE฀A฀THREAT฀WHICH฀HAS฀TO฀BE฀DEALT฀WITH�

342%4#().'฀4(%฀$)3#/523%�฀-!$.%33฀!.$฀$)3452"!.#%

&ROM฀ THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀ IT฀ APPEARS฀VERY฀DIFlCULT TO GIVE A CLEAR DElNI

TION฀TO฀THE฀WORD฀hMADNESSv�฀-ADNESS฀IS฀OBVIOUSLY฀BEING฀USED฀TO฀DESCRIBE฀ALL฀
SORTS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀AND฀MENTAL฀DISTURBANCES฀AND฀SYMBOLS฀OF฀SOCIAL฀DISORDER�฀
-ADNESS�฀THOUGH�฀IS฀NOT฀ONLY฀A฀WORD�฀)T฀IS฀MORE฀LIKE฀A฀NOTION฀THAT฀ENCOMPASSES฀
DIFFERENT฀CRITERIA฀AND฀INCORPORATES฀A฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀REALITY฀OR฀THE฀REALITY฀OF฀SOME฀
PEOPLE�฀SEEN฀AS฀DIFFERENT�DEVIANT�฀-ADNESS฀IS฀INDEED฀A฀DISCOURSE�฀WHICH฀HAS฀
ITS฀ OWN฀ DISCURSIVE฀ FORMATION฀ AND฀ USES฀ SPECIlC CHARACTERS FOR INCLUSION AND
EXCLUSION฀ �&OUCAULT�฀ ����A�฀����B	�฀4HE฀MADNESS฀DISCOURSE฀EXPRESSES฀ ITSELF฀
MOST฀ CLEARLY฀ IN฀ THE฀PRESS�฀WHERE฀ THE฀ STATEMENTS฀USED฀ TO฀ INCORPORATE฀ CERTAIN฀
OBJECTS฀IN฀ITS฀DISCURSIVE฀FORMATION฀INCLUDE฀REFERRING฀TO฀PSYCHIATRISTS�฀hSPECIAL

ISTSv฀AND฀PROFESSORS฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY�฀IN฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀THEIR฀PROFESSIONAL฀hAUTHORITYv฀
AND฀ hEXPERIENCEv�฀ ALONG฀ WITH฀ THE฀ REPEATED฀ DESCRIPTION฀ OF฀ VARIOUS฀ hWEIRDv�฀
hUNACCEPTABLEv฀OR฀hIRRATIONALv฀BEHAVIOUR฀EXHIBITED฀BY฀THE฀OBJECT�PERSON฀TO฀BE฀
CALLED฀ hMADv�฀4HIS฀ DISCURSIVE฀ FORMATION฀ OF฀ MADNESS฀ BECOMES฀ A฀ CONTINUOUS฀
PROCESS฀THAT฀PROVIDES฀A฀TOOL฀FOR฀INCORPORATING฀MORE฀OBJECTS฀WITHIN฀THE฀REALM฀

���฀)BID�
���฀)BID�
���฀@!LÔ฀4URKÔ฀AND฀-AMDßH฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZÔM�฀OP�฀CIT�฀
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OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀WHERE฀SPECIlC RULES APPLY� SPECIlC JUDGMENTS DOMINATE AND
SPECIlC PERCEPTIONS OF REALITY PREVAIL� 3UCH OBJECTS DO NOT HAVE TO BE PERSONS�
BUT฀COULD฀ALSO฀INCLUDE฀BEHAVIOURS฀OR฀SOCIAL฀PHENOMENA�฀WHICH฀ARE฀TO฀BE฀ALIEN

ATED฀AND฀ESTRANGED฀FROM฀THE฀hFABRICv฀OF฀THE฀SOCIETY�

!SMA฀@)SMAT�฀IN฀!L
!HRÊR�฀WRITES฀AN฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀VIOLENT฀ATTITUDE฀IN฀SOCI

ETY�฀3HE฀QUOTES฀$R�฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZÔZ�฀A฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY฀IN฀"ANHÊ฀5NIVERSITY�฀
SPEAKING฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀PRESSURES฀IMPOSED฀ON฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL฀DRIVING฀HIM�HER฀
TO฀EXPLOSION���฀฀)N฀THE฀SAME฀ARTICLE�฀SHE฀SPEAKS฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀hACCIDENTSv฀IN฀WHICH฀
VIOLENCE฀WAS฀hINCOMPREHENSIBLEv฀OR฀hABNORMALv�฀A฀STUDENT฀lGHTING WITH A TAXI
DRIVER฀OVER฀THE฀FARE฀AND฀A฀PERSON฀OPENING฀SUTURES฀ON฀HIS฀ABDOMEN฀WHILE฀HELD฀IN฀
POLICE฀CUSTODY�฀4HE฀JOURNALIST฀DOES฀NOT฀ANALYZE฀ANY฀OF฀THE฀EXAMPLES฀SHE฀MEN

TIONS�฀THE฀lGHT BETWEEN THE STUDENT AND THE DRIVER IS A NORMAL OCCURRENCE IN
#AIRO�S฀DAILY฀LIFE�฀THE฀PERSON฀SUPPOSEDLY฀OPENING฀HIS฀SUTURES฀COULD฀HAVE฀BEEN฀
ASSAULTED฀BY฀INMATES฀OR฀EVEN฀BY฀THE฀KNOWN
TO
BE
BRUTAL฀POLICE�฀4HE฀REPORTER฀
CHOSE฀TO฀MENTION฀SUCH฀INCIDENTS฀IN฀THE฀FRAMEWORK฀OF฀hWEIRD฀AND฀INCOMPRE

HENSIBLE฀BEHAVIOURv�฀WHICH฀IS฀ALIEN฀TO฀THE฀SOCIETY฀AND฀NEEDS฀TO฀BE฀EXPLAINED฀
THROUGH฀THE฀ADVICE฀AND฀OPINIONS฀OF฀PROFESSIONAL฀EXPERTS�PSYCHIATRISTS�

)N฀!L
7AFD�฀!MÊNY฀3ALÊMA฀WRITES�฀UNDER฀THE฀TITLE฀h+ILLING฀FOR฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀
OF฀ REASONSvx฀ h4HESE฀ CRIMES฀ ARE฀ A฀ REmECTION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURE AND
DESPAIR�v฀3HE฀QUOTES฀A฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY�฀SHE฀DOES฀NOT฀SAY฀WHERE฀HE฀WORKS�฀
AND฀A฀MEMBER฀OF฀A฀SO
CALLED฀h7ORLD฀&EDERATION฀OF฀0SYCHOLOGICAL฀(EALTHv฀SAY

ING�฀h,OSING฀HOPE฀AND฀CONlDENCE ACCOMPANIED BY THE LOSS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND฀SOCIAL฀STABILITYx฀LEADS฀TO฀DESPAIR฀AND฀DEPRESSION�v���

$R�฀!L
'EBÊLY�฀A฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀hPSYCHOLOGICAL฀EDUCATIONv฀IN฀#AIRO฀5NIVERSITY�฀
IN฀ AN฀ ARTICLE฀ UNDER฀ THE฀ SAME฀ TITLE฀ OF฀ !L
7AFD�S฀ ARTICLE฀ BUT฀ IN฀ !L
*AMÊHÔR�฀ IS฀
QUOTED฀SAYING�฀h!฀GREAT฀RATIO฀OF฀THE฀RECENT฀CRIMES฀WAS฀COMMITTED฀BY฀PEOPLE฀
WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀NATURAL฀CRIMINALS�฀BUT฀WHO฀WENT฀THROUGH฀HARD฀EXPERIENCES฀DURING฀
THEIR฀CHILDHOOD�v��฀฀4HE฀ANONYMOUS฀REPORTER฀QUOTES฀A฀PROFESSOR฀OF฀NEUROLOGY฀
IN฀@!YYN฀3HAMS฀5NIVERSITY฀TO฀DELINEATE฀THAT฀hTHE฀MOST฀IMPORTANT฀REASON฀BEHIND฀
THIS฀PHENOMENON฀IS฀THE฀MARGINALIZATION฀OF฀RELIGION฀IN฀OUR฀LIVES�v฀!NOTHER฀PRO

FESSOR฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGY฀IN฀ @!YYN฀3HAMS฀5NIVERSITY฀WAS฀QUOTED฀TO฀ASCERTAIN฀ THE฀
RESPONSIBILITY฀OF฀CROWDEDNESS�

)N฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀ARTICLE฀OF฀!L
*AMÊHÔR�฀THE฀JOURNALIST฀STARTS฀THE฀ARTICLE฀WITH฀THE฀
DETAILS฀ OF฀MULTIPLE�฀ HORRIBLE�฀ hABNORMALv฀ CRIMES�฀ PRESENTED฀ IN฀BULLET฀ POINTS�฀
(E฀USES฀THE฀SAME฀STATEMENTS฀AS฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀DISCOURSE�฀QUOTING฀PSYCHIATRISTS฀
AND฀PSYCHOLOGISTS�฀ BUT฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ TO฀ ANALYZE฀ THE฀PHENOMENON฀ THAT฀ HE฀ IS฀ TRY

ING฀TO฀DESCRIBE�฀BUT฀ALSO฀TO฀DELIVER฀A฀RELIGIOUS฀MESSAGE฀AND฀MESSAGES฀ABOUT฀
hCROWDEDNESSv�฀4HE฀DISCOURSE฀OF฀THE฀hSPECIALISTSv�฀THOUGH฀DEVOID฀OF฀ANY฀REAL฀

���฀!SMA฀@)SMAT�฀h,IFE�S฀PRESSURES฀ARE฀BEHIND฀THE฀VIOLENT฀BEHAVIORv�฀!L
!HRÊR�฀/CTOBER฀
��฀�����
���฀!MÊNY฀3ALÊMA�฀h+ILLING฀FOR฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀OF฀REASONSv�฀!L
7AFD�฀*ANUARY�฀���฀�����
���฀h+ILLING฀FOR฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀OF฀REASONSv�฀!L
*AMÊHÔR�฀.OVEMBER฀��฀�����
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SCIENTIlC ANALYSIS� ARE TAKEN AS SCIENCE AND ARE USED TO ALIENATE THE PHENOM

ENON฀OF฀VIOLENCE฀FROM฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀ALIENATION฀OF฀SUCH฀PHENOMENA฀IS฀USED฀FOR฀
TWO฀PURPOSES�฀PRESERVING�RECREATING฀A฀CERTAIN฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀SOCIETY฀AND฀ADVO

CATING฀RELIGIOUS฀MESSAGES�฀

)N฀ALL฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀THE฀JOURNALISTS฀USED฀THE฀SAME฀STATEMENTS�฀WHICH฀
WERE฀USED฀ IN฀ THE฀PREVIOUS฀DISCOURSE�฀ IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀OF฀ THE฀ CHARACTERS฀ AND฀DEC

LARATIONS฀OF฀ THE฀PSYCHIATRISTS฀ AND฀PSYCHOLOGISTS฀ AND฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ SUCH฀ACTIONS฀
ARE฀hINCOMPREHENSIBLEv฀AND฀hWEIRDv�฀4HE฀SAME฀MODALITIES�฀WHICH฀WERE฀USED฀TO฀
INCORPORATE฀THE฀MAD฀CRIMINAL฀INTO฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀WERE฀USED฀TO฀INCORPORATE฀OTHER฀
OBJECTS฀WITHIN฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀DISCOURSE�฀4HE฀OBJECTS฀WERE฀SOCIAL฀PHENOM

ENA�฀SUCH฀AS฀VIOLENCE�฀WHICH฀ARE฀INTENDED฀TO฀BE฀EXTRACTED฀FROM฀THE฀FABRIC฀OF฀THE฀
SOCIETY�฀4HE฀INCORPORATION฀OF฀SUCH฀OBJECTS฀IN฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀SERVES฀TO฀
PRESERVE฀THE฀IMAGE฀OF฀SOCIETY฀AS฀IMMUNE฀TO฀SUCH฀PHENOMENA฀AND฀PROBLEMS�฀

&ROM฀THE฀LINGUISTIC฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW�฀THE฀INTENDED฀IMAGE฀OF฀SOCIETY฀IS฀SERVED฀BY฀
DISTANCING฀THE฀CRIMES฀FROM฀THE฀READER�฀4HE฀REPORTERS฀WRITE฀IN฀A฀WAY฀WHICH฀PRES

ENTS฀THE฀CRIMES฀AND฀THE฀PHENOMENA฀AT฀HAND฀AS฀BEING฀DISTANT฀AND฀ALIEN฀TO฀THE฀
READER�฀)N฀THIS฀REGARD�฀KILLING฀IS฀DESCRIBED฀AS฀BEING฀hFOR฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀OF฀REASONS�v฀
IN฀DIFFERENT฀ARTICLES�฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀NEWSPAPERS�฀3UCH฀DESCRIPTION฀MAKES฀THE฀CRIME฀
BEYOND฀EXPLANATION฀BY฀NEGLECTING฀ITS฀REASONS�฀!N฀ACT�฀WHICH฀HAS฀NO฀REASONS฀
AND฀NO฀JUSTIlCATION� IS MORE LIABLE TO BE DISTANT AND ALIEN� *OURNALISTS TEND TO
USE฀THE฀PLURAL฀lRST PERSON TO DESCRIBE THE WITNESS� h7E HEAR A LOT OF CITIZENS
SAYING฀THAT฀PRESSURE฀LEADS฀TO฀EXPLOSION�v��฀฀!CCORDINGLY�฀THE฀JOURNALIST฀AND฀THE฀
READER฀ARE฀UNITED฀IN฀THE฀PLURAL฀lRST PERSON WHO WITNESSES THE EVENTS AND THE
STRANGE฀PHENOMENA฀BUT฀WHO฀HAS฀NO฀PART฀IN฀THEM�฀4HESE฀METHODS฀ADD฀MORE฀TO฀
THE฀ALIENATION฀PRODUCED฀BY฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀-OREOVER�฀THE฀JOURNALISTS฀TENDED฀TO฀
@BIO
MEDICALIZE�฀ THESE฀PHENOMENA฀IN฀AN฀ATTEMPT฀ FOR฀DE
POLITICIZATION฀OF฀ THE฀
DEBATE฀AROUND฀SUCH฀ISSUES�

4(%฀#2)-%฀/&฀4(%฀-!$฀/2฀4(%฀-!$฀#2)-%�

)N฀MID
3EPTEMBER฀�����฀-UBARAK�S฀ PRESIDENTIAL฀ VEHICLE฀WAS฀ APPROACHED฀ IN฀
0ORT
3AID฀BY฀A฀CITIZEN�฀WHO฀WAS฀KILLED฀ON฀THE฀SPOT฀BY฀THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀GUARD�฀
3HORTLY฀AFTER�฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀46฀AND฀2ADIO฀ASSURED฀THE฀hPANICKINGv฀PEOPLE฀THAT฀
THEIR฀PRESIDENT฀IS฀lNE� 4HEY ADDED THAT HE WAS ATTACKED BY A MADMAN WHO HAD
A฀KNIFE฀AND฀INJURED฀THE฀PRESIDENT�S฀HAND�

&ROM฀THE฀POLITICAL฀POINT฀OF฀VIEW�฀THE฀PRESIDENT�PHARAOH฀HAS฀ALWAYS฀BEEN฀A฀
TABOO�฀4HE฀SEMI
DIVINE฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀RULER
TILL
HE
DIES฀REMAINS฀HANGING฀OVER฀THE฀
HEADS�฀$URING฀THE฀CAMPAIGNS฀OF฀THE฀lRST PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS� THE OVERWHELM

ING฀MAJORITY฀OF฀THE฀CANDIDATES฀REFRAINED฀FROM฀ANY฀hINAPPROPRIATEv฀COMMENTS฀
ON฀THE฀PERSON฀OR฀THE฀ACHIEVEMENTS฀OF฀-UBARAK�
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%XCEPT฀ FOR฀ THE฀ LAST฀ ONE฀ AND฀ A฀ HALF฀ YEARS�฀ POLITICAL฀ CRITICISM฀ WAS฀ ALWAYS฀
DIRECTED฀ TOWARDS฀ THE฀CABINET฀AND฀ THE฀PRIME฀MINISTER�฀KEEPING฀ THE฀PRESIDENT�฀
THE฀SYMBOL฀OF฀THE฀STATE�฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀lELD OF CRITICISM� 4HE POLITICAL TABOO INCLUDES
NOT฀ONLY฀THE฀MORAL฀CHARACTER฀OF฀THE฀PRESIDENT�฀THE฀SYMBOL฀OF฀THE฀STATE�฀BUT฀MORE฀
IMPORTANTLY�฀HIS฀PHYSICAL฀CHARACTER�฀THE฀EMBODIMENT฀OF฀THIS฀SYMBOL�

4HE฀CASE฀REPRESENTS฀A฀CLEAR฀VIOLATION฀OF฀THE฀POLITICAL฀TABOO฀OF฀THE฀PRESIDENT�฀!฀
SIMILAR฀VIOLATION฀WAS฀VERY฀RECENTLY฀SEEN฀THROUGH฀THE฀ATTEMPT฀ON฀-UBARAK�S฀LIFE฀IN฀
!DDIS฀!BABA�฀)N฀THE฀!DDIS฀!BABA฀CASE�฀THE฀PRESIDENT�S฀COURAGE฀AND฀TEMPER฀AND฀
THE฀BRAVERY฀OF฀HIS฀GUARDS฀WERE฀CELEBRATED฀BY฀THE฀MEDIA฀AND฀THEIR฀BEHAVIOUR฀WAS฀
A฀MODEL฀OF฀HOW฀THE฀STATE฀FACES฀TERRORISM�฀(OWEVER�฀KILLING฀A฀MAN฀ON฀THE฀SPOT฀
CANNOT฀BE฀CELEBRATED฀AS฀A฀HEROIC฀ACT฀OF฀THE฀PRESIDENT฀AND฀HIS฀BRAVE฀GUARD�฀4HE฀
hATTACKERv฀CANNOT฀BE฀A฀TERRORIST฀AS฀THIS฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀WAY฀THE฀3TATE฀HANDLES฀TERRORISM�฀
(OWEVER�฀AS฀HE฀PERPETRATED฀SUCH฀AN฀ATTEMPT�฀THE฀ATTACKER฀HAD฀TO฀BE฀MAD�

/NLY฀SOME฀WEEKS฀LATER�฀IT฀WAS฀DISCLOSED฀THAT฀THE฀ATTACKER฀HAD฀A฀SINGLE฀VISIT฀
TO฀$R�฀-AGDÔ฀-USTAFÊ�฀HEAD฀OF฀DEPARTMENT฀OF฀PSYCHIATRY฀IN฀!L
.ASR฀HOSPITAL฀IN฀
0ORT
3AID�฀4HE฀PSYCHIATRIST฀RECALLED฀THE฀DATE฀OF฀THAT฀SINGLE฀VISIT�฀ON฀3EPTEMBER฀
��฀�����฀AND฀CLAIMED฀THAT฀THE฀PATIENT฀SUFFERED฀FROM฀hMENTAL฀DISTURBANCEv฀THAT฀
COULD฀ONLY฀BE฀TREATED฀BY฀SLEEPING฀PILLS�����

4HE฀CLASSICAL฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀WAS฀DELIVERED฀AT฀THE฀END�฀(OWEVER�฀ITS฀CON

FUSED฀NATURE฀ALLOWS฀FOR฀SUSPICION�฀7HAT฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀HERE฀IS฀NOT฀WHETHER฀THAT฀
VISIT฀TO฀THE฀PSYCHIATRIST฀OCCURRED�฀BUT฀THE฀TIMING฀OF฀THE฀INTRODUCTION฀OF฀THE฀STORY฀
IN฀THE฀FORMULATION฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀)TS฀BEING฀INTRODUCED฀MUCH฀LATER฀THAN฀THE฀
CLAIM฀OF฀MADNESS฀QUESTIONS฀ITS฀ROLE฀AS฀THE฀MAIN฀STATEMENT฀NEEDED฀TO฀INCLUDE฀
THE฀OBJECT฀WITHIN฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀4HE฀MAIN฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀WAS฀
NOT฀THE฀VISITS฀TO฀THE฀PSYCHIATRIST฀OR฀THE฀MENTAL฀HOSPITAL�฀AS฀THIS฀STORY฀WAS฀INTRO

DUCED฀MUCH฀LATER฀THAN฀THE฀CLAIM฀OF฀MADNESS�฀4HE฀MAIN฀PROOF฀WAS�฀THOUGH�฀THE฀
NATURE฀OF฀THE฀CRIME฀ITSELF�฀A฀BREAK฀OF฀A฀TABOO฀WHICH฀CAN฀NEVER฀BE฀MADE฀EXCEPT฀
BY฀A฀MADMAN�

!฀FURTHER฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀BREACHING฀THE฀POLITICAL฀TABOOS฀CONCERNS฀THE฀RELATIONS฀
BETWEEN฀-USLIMS฀AND฀#OPTS฀WHICH฀REMAIN฀CRITICAL฀TO฀THE฀LEGITIMIZATION฀OF฀THE฀
RULING฀REGIME�฀)N฀SPITE฀OF฀MANY฀SUCCESSIVE฀INCIDENTS฀AND฀CLASHES฀AND฀UNHIDDEN฀
TENSIONS�฀THE฀HARMONY฀AND฀PERFECT฀COHABITATION฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀IS฀A฀hFACTv�฀!NY฀
VIOLATION฀OF฀THIS฀FACT฀IS฀THUS฀A฀VIOLATION฀OF฀ANOTHER฀POLITICAL฀TABOO�฀

7ITH฀ THE฀lRST REPORTING OF THE ATTACKS ON SOME !LEXANDRIA CHURCHES� THE
%GYPTIAN฀46฀DECLARED฀THAT฀THE฀ATTACKER฀WAS฀A฀MADMAN�฀!฀FEW฀DAYS฀LATER�฀@®DIL฀
(AMßDA�฀A฀GOVERNMENT
LEANING฀JOURNALIST�฀WAS฀BROUGHT฀TO฀A฀46฀TALK฀SHOW฀TO฀
PRESENT฀HIS฀EXCLUSIVE฀INTERVIEW฀WITH฀THE฀hMADMANv฀AND฀TO฀PRESENT฀THE฀CLASSI

CAL฀PROOFS฀OF฀MADNESS�฀THE฀SUCCESSIVE฀VISITS฀TO฀PSYCHIATRISTS�฀THE฀WEIRD
LOOKING฀
EYES�฀THE฀STRANGE฀MUTTERINGS���

!GAIN�฀ THE฀QUESTION฀ IS฀WHETHER฀ THE฀CLASSICAL฀PROOFS฀PLAYED฀ THE฀MAIN฀ ROLE฀
OR฀ NOT฀ IN฀ PROVING฀ THE฀ MADNESS฀ OF฀ THE฀ ACCUSED�฀ @!BD฀!LLÊH฀ +AMÊL฀ WROTE฀ IN฀

���฀@!LÔ฀4URKÔ฀AND฀-AMDßH฀@!BD฀AL
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2ßZ฀AL
9ßSIF�฀h3OME฀CRIMES฀CANNOT฀BE฀COMMITTED฀EXCEPT฀BY฀A฀DISTURBED฀PER

SONx฀7HEN฀SOMEONE฀ENTERS฀A฀CHURCH฀AND฀ATTACKS฀THE฀BELIEVERS�฀HE฀IS฀CERTAINLY฀
DISTURBED�v��฀฀)N฀FACT�฀THE฀COURSE฀OF฀THE฀EVENTS฀LENDS฀A฀HAND฀TO฀ANSWERING฀THE฀
PREVIOUS฀QUESTION�฀4HE฀AUTHORITIES฀PROVIDED฀THE฀hCLASSICALv฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀MAD

NESS฀ONLY฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀RISING฀DOUBTS฀OF฀THE฀PUBLIC฀ABOUT฀THE฀TRUTH�฀4HE฀QUESTION฀
THOUGH฀IS฀NOT฀WHETHER฀THE฀MAN฀IS฀THE฀ATTACKER฀OR฀IF฀HE฀IS฀MAD�฀BUT฀HOW฀THE฀PROOF฀
OF฀MADNESS฀WAS฀lRST CONSTRUCTED� 4HE AUTHORITIES USED� IN THE BEGINNING� THE
NATURE฀OF฀THE฀CRIME฀TO฀PROVE฀THE฀MADNESS฀OF฀THE฀CRIMINAL�฀/NLY฀WHEN฀THE฀GRAV

ITY฀OF฀THE฀ACT฀AND฀THE฀PRE
EXISTING฀TENSIONS฀POSED฀MORE฀THAN฀NECESSARY฀DOUBTS�฀
DID฀THE฀AUTHORITIES฀RESORT฀TO฀THE฀CLASSICAL฀PROOFS฀OF฀MADNESS฀TO฀ASSURE฀THE฀INCLU

SION฀OF฀SUCH฀OBJECTS�฀THE฀ATTACKER฀AND฀THE฀ACT�฀WITHIN฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀
AND�฀THUS�฀THEIR฀TOTAL฀ALIENATION�

)N฀ THE฀ MASSACRE฀ OF฀ "ÊNÔ฀ -AZÊR�฀ THE฀ BRUTAL฀ NATURE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CRIME฀ SHOCKED฀
THE฀MORAL฀SENSE฀OF฀THE฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀CRIME฀WAS฀LABELLED฀hBRUTALv�฀hATROCIOUSv�฀
ETC��฀ SHOWING฀ THE฀GRAVE฀NATURE฀OF฀ THE฀CRIME฀AND฀ THE฀WAVES฀OF฀ RESENTMENT฀ IT฀
PRODUCED�฀4HE฀ IMAGE฀OF฀ THE฀ SAFE฀ AND฀CALM฀ SOCIETY฀WAS฀ ENDANGERED฀ AND฀ ITS฀
PERCEPTION฀OF฀ITSELF฀THREATENED�฀

'HANNÊM฀AND฀OTHERS฀WROTE฀IN฀2ßZ฀AL
9ßSIF�฀h4HE฀INVESTIGATION฀TEAM฀CAME฀
TO฀KNOW฀THAT฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀INHABITANTS฀OF฀THE฀VILLAGE฀SUFFERS฀FROM฀PSYCHIATRIC฀ILLNESS�฀
4HIS฀PIECE฀OF฀INFORMATION�฀THOUGH฀SIMPLE�฀INTRIGUED฀THE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀TEAM฀
ESPECIALLY฀WITH฀NO฀ACCEPTABLE฀EXPLANATION฀OF฀THE฀ACCIDENTv��฀฀)N฀THIS฀EXAMPLE�฀
AS฀IN฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀ONES�฀THE฀lRST PROOF THAT THE CRIMINAL WAS MAD WAS THE NATURE
OF฀ THE฀ CRIME฀ ITSELF�฀4HE฀ HORRIBLE฀ CRIME฀ HAD฀ NO฀ ACCEPTABLE฀ EXPLANATION�฀ AND฀
THUS�฀WHOEVER฀COMMITTED฀IT฀HAD฀TO฀BE฀MAD�฀4HE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀INVESTIGATION฀TEAM฀
WAS฀THEN฀TO฀lND THE CLOSEST MADMAN TO THE LOCATION OF THE CRIME WHO WOULD
CERTAINLY฀BE฀THE฀lRST SUSPECT� THEN THE CRIMINAL�

)N฀FACT�฀THIS฀EXAMPLE฀OFFERS฀AN฀EVEN฀GRAVER฀lNDING� .OT ONLY WAS THE STRANGE
NATURE฀OF฀THE฀CRIME฀USED฀AS฀A฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS฀OR฀AS฀A฀STATEMENT฀IN฀A฀JOURNALISTIC฀
DISCOURSE�฀BUT฀IT฀WAS฀ALSO฀THE฀PRIMARY฀REASON฀OF฀SUSPICION฀BY฀THE฀INVESTIGATION฀
TEAM�฀4HE฀DISCOURSE�฀THUS�฀HAS฀ITS฀INEVITABLE฀REPERCUSSIONS฀IN฀THE฀lELDS OF PUB

LIC฀AND฀OFlCIAL ACTION�

4HE฀OVERT฀VIOLATION฀OF฀RELIGIOUS฀TABOOS฀WAS฀ALSO฀TREATED฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀MANNER�฀
!CCUSATIONS฀OF฀MADNESS฀WERE฀lRED EASILY AGAINST MULTIPLE CASES OF INDIVIDUALS
DECLARING฀THEMSELVES฀PROPHETS฀AND฀MESSENGERS฀OF฀'OD�฀(OWEVER�฀THESE฀CASES฀
REMAIN฀UNDER
DOCUMENTED฀FOR฀VARIOUS฀REASONS�

)N฀ THE฀ PREVIOUS฀ EXAMPLES�฀ THE฀ CLASSICAL฀ PROOFS฀ OF฀ MADNESS฀ WERE฀ NOT฀ THE฀
CRUCIAL฀ FACTORS฀ IN฀ PRODUCING฀ A฀ JUDGMENT฀ OF฀ MADNESS�฀ /N฀ THE฀ CONTRARY�฀ THE฀
ACTION�CRIME฀IN฀ITSELF�฀WHICH฀WAS฀A฀VIOLATION฀OF฀A฀CERTAIN฀TABOO฀OR฀ANOTHER�฀WAS฀
A฀SUFlCIENT PROOF OF MADNESS�

���฀@!BD฀!LLÊH฀+AMÊL�฀h!฀WORD฀OF฀BAD฀REPUTATIONv�฀2ßZ฀AL
YßSIF�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
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)N฀ALL฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀THE฀VERBAL�LINGUISTIC฀COMPONENT฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀WAS฀
THE฀MAIN฀TARGET฀OF฀THE฀ANALYSIS�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀VERBAL฀COMPONENT฀DOES฀NOT฀REPRE

SENT฀THE฀WHOLE฀DISCOURSE�฀4HE฀PICTORIAL฀COMPONENT฀INCLUDES฀NOT฀ONLY฀THE฀PHOTOS฀
OR฀THE฀PICTURES฀SHOWN฀IN฀THE฀ARTICLES�฀BUT฀ALSO฀AND฀MORE฀IMPORTANTLY�฀THEIR฀SIZE�฀
THEIR฀PLACE�฀THEIR฀CAPTIONS�฀ETC�฀4HE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀INCLUDES�฀AS฀WELL�฀THE฀DIFFER

ENT฀TYPING฀FONTS฀AND฀THE฀METHODS฀BY฀WHICH฀THE฀TITLES฀ARE฀CHOSEN฀AND฀WRITTEN�฀

4HE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE�฀TAKEN฀AS฀EXPLAINED฀ABOVE�฀LIES฀
IN฀TWO฀ASPECTS�฀&IRST�฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀IS฀MORE฀CAPABLE฀OF฀SPREADING�฀&OR฀
THE฀OVER
THE
SHOULDER฀READERS฀IN฀METRO฀AND฀BUS฀STATIONS�฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀IS฀MUCH฀
EASIER฀TO฀FOLLOW�฀&OR฀THE฀SHOP฀WINDOW฀READERS�฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀IS฀A฀REASON฀FOR฀BUY

ING฀THE฀PAPER฀AND฀A฀VERY฀VITAL฀METHOD฀TO฀KNOW฀WHAT฀IS฀INSIDE�฀

-OREOVER�฀THE฀INVOLVEMENT฀OF฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀WITHIN฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀
MARKETING฀ADDS฀TO฀THE฀BURDEN฀OF฀THE฀REPORTER฀AND฀THE฀EDITOR�฀4O฀BE฀MARKETABLE�฀
THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀HAS฀TO฀BE฀ACCESSIBLE฀TO฀ALL฀hSPECTATORSv�฀4HIS฀IMPLIES฀THE฀
USE฀OF฀COMMON฀SYMBOLS฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀EASILY฀UNDERSTOOD฀BY฀ALL฀POSSIBLE฀SPECTA

TORS�฀4HIS฀MAKES฀ THE฀STATEMENTS฀OF฀ THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀MORE฀lTTING TO THE
hCOMMON฀SENSEv฀OR�฀IN฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀STEREOTYPES�฀WHICH฀COULD฀BE฀MORE฀ATTRAC

TIVE฀AND฀APPEALING฀TO฀THE฀SPECTATOR�฀4HE฀STUDY฀OF฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE�฀THEN�฀
ALLOWS฀FOR฀THE฀BETTER฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀METHOD�฀BY฀WHICH฀THE฀REPORTERS฀AND฀
EDITORS฀ARE฀ADDRESSING฀THE฀COMMON฀SENSE฀OF฀THE฀PEOPLE�

4HE฀SECOND฀ASPECT฀OF฀IMPORTANCE฀IN฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀IS฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀
PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀IS฀NOT฀DEBATABLE�฀0HOTOS�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀REMAIN฀REPRESENTATIVE฀
OF฀THE฀TRUTH฀WITHOUT฀NEEDING฀EXPLANATION�฀JUSTIlCATION OR DEDUCTIONS� 4HE COM

MENTS฀UNDER฀THE฀PHOTO฀ARE฀INTEGRAL฀PARTS฀OF฀THE฀PHOTO฀ITSELF�฀4HE฀TITLES฀AND฀SUBTITLES�฀
WRITTEN฀ IN฀ SPECIlC FONTS AND FORMATS� ARE ALSO INDISPUTABLE� 4HEY ARE hBULLETSv
THROWN฀IN฀THE฀AIR฀AND฀REMAIN฀HANGING฀OVER฀THE฀HEADS฀OF฀THE฀READERS฀THROUGHOUT฀
THE฀ARTICLE�฀4HOUGH฀NOT฀ENTIRELY฀ETHICAL�฀MANY฀JOURNALISTS฀DO฀NOT฀FEEL฀OBLIGED฀TO฀
WRITE฀AND฀CHOOSE฀TITLES฀WHICH฀BEST฀DESCRIBE฀THE฀CONTENT฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLE�

)N฀THE฀MASSACRE฀OF฀"ÊNÔ฀-AZÊR�฀'HANNÊM฀AND฀OTHERS฀CHOSE฀AN฀INTERESTING฀
TITLE฀ FOR฀ THEIR฀ REPORTING฀ON฀ THE฀COURSE฀OF฀ INVESTIGATION�฀ h4HE฀ACCUSED�฀!฀CALL฀
FROM฀HEAVENS฀ORDERED฀ME฀TO฀COMMIT฀THE฀MASSACRE�v��฀฀4HE฀REPORTERS฀CHOSE฀TO฀
ADD฀AN฀EXCLAMATION฀MARK฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀ALLEGED฀QUOTE�฀4HE฀TITLE฀WAS฀WRITTEN฀
IN฀THE฀BOLDEST฀FONT฀POSSIBLE฀AND฀IT฀CONTAINED฀A฀STRIKING฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀MADNESS�฀
THE฀ACCUSED฀CLAIMS฀ THE฀ INTERFERENCE฀OF฀DIVINE฀ FORCES�฀WHICH฀ORDERED฀HIM฀ TO฀
COMMIT฀THE฀MASSACRE�฀/N฀THE฀LEFT฀SIDE฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLE�฀THE฀REPORTERS฀SHOWED฀A฀
PHOTO฀OF฀ THE฀ACCUSED฀WITH฀A฀VACANT฀EXPRESSION�฀!LTHOUGH฀THE฀PHOTO฀IN฀ITSELF฀
IS฀NOT฀ESPECIALLY฀REMARKABLE�฀THE฀COMMENT฀UNDER฀THE฀PHOTO฀IS฀MORE฀INTEREST

ING�฀4HE฀REPORTERS฀WROTE�฀h4HE฀SLAUGHTERERv�฀4HE฀EXPRESSION฀OF฀MADNESS฀OF฀THE฀
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ACCUSED฀ IS฀ FORMULATED฀ THROUGH฀DIFFERENT฀METHODS฀ FROM฀ THE฀PICTORIAL฀POINT฀OF฀
VIEW�฀&IRST�฀ THE฀MAIN฀TITLE฀CONTAINS฀STRIKING฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀MADNESS฀ IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀
OF฀ INCONSISTENT฀AND฀ INCOMPREHENSIBLE฀BEHAVIOUR�฀3ECOND�฀ THE฀CHOSEN฀PHOTO฀
SHOWS฀THE฀ACCUSED฀RATHER฀DULL฀AND฀VACANT�฀WHILE฀THE฀COMMENT฀UNDER฀THE฀PHOTO฀
SERVES฀ TO฀ INDICATE฀ THE฀SEVERITY฀OF฀ THE฀CRIME�฀4HE฀COEXISTENCE฀OF฀ THE฀PREVIOUS฀
ELEMENTS฀RECREATES฀THE฀TRADITIONAL฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀VIOLENT฀MADMAN�฀WHO฀APPEARS฀
TO฀BE฀INNOCENT฀AND฀HARMLESS�

)N฀ALL฀ THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLES�฀ THE฀PICTORIAL฀DISCOURSE฀ TOOK฀ TWO฀ IMPORTANT฀
FORMS฀IN฀TWO฀DIFFERENT฀FORMS฀OF฀WRITINGS�฀THE฀lRST TYPE OF WRITING IS THE IMMEDI

ATE฀REPORTING฀OF฀THE฀EVENT�ACCIDENT�฀)N฀THIS฀CASE�฀THE฀AIM฀IS฀TO฀COIN฀A฀PROOF฀OF฀
MADNESS฀AGAINST฀THE฀ACCUSED�฀!ND฀HERE�฀THE฀PICTORIAL฀SERVES฀NOT฀TO฀ADD฀TO฀THE฀
CHAIN฀OF฀PROOFS฀OF฀MADNESS฀BUT฀ RATHER฀ TO฀ INTENSIFY฀ ITS฀EFFECTS�฀EITHER฀ THROUGH฀
THROWING฀OUT฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀IN฀THE฀HEART฀OR฀IN฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLE฀IN฀
VERY฀PROVOCATIVE฀TITLES฀OR฀THROUGH฀PRESENTING฀A฀PHOTO฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED�฀4HE฀TITLES฀
CONTAIN฀WORDS฀LIKE฀hMENTALLY฀DISTURBEDv��฀OR฀hMADv���฀WHILE฀THE฀PHOTOS฀PRESENT฀
THE฀ACCUSED฀LOOKING฀STRANGE฀OR฀STARING฀AT฀THE฀CAMERA��฀AND�OR฀PHOTOS฀SHOWING฀
THE฀SEVERITY฀OF฀THE฀CRIME฀AND฀THE฀HARM฀DONE฀TO฀THE฀VICTIMS���฀฀4HE฀PHOTOS฀OF฀
THE฀CRIME฀SERVE฀TO฀ADD฀MORE฀TO฀THE฀HORROR฀OF฀THE฀CRIME�฀WHILE฀THE฀PHOTOS฀OF฀
THE฀ACCUSED฀ARE฀COINED฀TO฀BE฀SYMBOLS฀OF฀MADNESS฀AND฀DISTURBANCE�฀4HE฀SEC

OND฀TYPE฀OF฀WRITINGS฀SPEAKS฀ABOUT฀THE฀GENERAL฀THREAT฀POSED฀BY฀THE฀MAD฀TO฀THE฀
SOCIETY�฀)N฀SUCH฀ARTICLES�฀THE฀REPORTERS฀USE฀THE฀PHOTOS฀OF฀hMADv฀PEOPLE�฀PHOTOS฀
OF฀PSYCHIATRISTS฀AND฀PSYCHOLOGY฀EXPERTS�฀AND฀PHOTOS฀OF฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀ACCIDENTS�฀
4HESE฀ARTICLES฀USUALLY฀APPEAR฀AFTER฀CRIMES฀DONE฀BY฀THE฀MAD�฀4HE฀PHOTOS฀OF฀THE฀
CRIMINALS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀USED฀AS฀SYMBOLS฀OF฀MADNESS฀TO฀INDUCE฀MEMORIES฀OF฀SUCH฀
CRIMES฀AND฀THUS฀TO฀JUSTIFY฀ANY฀ACTIONS฀DEMANDED฀AGAINST฀hTHE฀MADv�฀4HE฀PHOTOS฀
OF฀THE฀CRIMES฀SERVE฀TO฀INTENSIFY฀THE฀FEELING฀OF฀DANGER฀TRANSMITTED฀TO฀THE฀PUBLIC�฀
WHILE฀THE฀PHOTOS฀OF฀THE฀PSYCHIATRISTS฀ESTABLISH฀THE฀CREDIBILITY฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLE฀AND฀
hCORRECTNESSv฀OF฀THE฀JUDGMENTS฀PASSED฀THROUGH฀IT�฀4HE฀TITLES฀OF฀THE฀ARTICLES฀FOCUS฀
ON฀THE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀THE฀ALLEGED฀MAD฀AND฀THEIR฀EXISTENCE฀IN฀THE฀SOCIETY฀hAMONG฀
USv�฀4HE฀AIM฀OF฀SUCH฀ARTICLES฀IS฀TO฀TRANSMIT฀A฀FEELING฀OF฀FEAR฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀AND฀THE฀
PROBLEMS฀THEY฀COULD฀CAUSE�
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4HE฀ NARRATIVE฀ MODALITIES฀ OF฀ A฀ DISCOURSE฀ ARE฀ USUALLY฀ MORE฀ COMPLEX฀ THAN฀
EXPECTED�฀4HE฀ ALIENATING฀ DISCOURSE฀ ON฀ THE฀ MAD฀ IS฀ NOT฀ SIMPLY฀ A฀ SPEECH฀ ACT฀
AGAINST฀ THE฀MAD฀OR฀A฀DECLARATION฀OF฀CONDEMNATION�฀ )N฀ FACT�฀ THIS฀DISCOURSE฀ IS฀
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MUCH฀MORE฀COMPLEX�฀)T฀IS฀A฀SOCIALLY฀DIRECTED฀PROCESS฀DRAWING฀A฀PORTRAIT฀OF฀THE฀
MAD฀AND฀ STIMULATING฀PUBLIC฀OPINION฀ REGARDING฀ THEIR฀ EXISTENCE�฀ THEIR฀ ALLEGED฀
SIZE฀ IN฀ THE฀SOCIETY�฀ THE฀DANGER฀ THEY฀ REPRESENT฀ TO฀ THE฀PEOPLE฀AND฀ THE฀ACTIONS฀
WHICH฀SHOULD฀BE฀TAKEN฀AGAINST฀THEM�฀)N฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀DRAWING฀AN฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀
MAD�฀THE฀NEGATION฀OF฀MADNESS฀PLAYS฀AN฀EQUAL฀ROLE฀TO฀PROVING฀IT�฀4O฀REFUTE฀AN฀
ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS฀IS฀ALSO฀TO฀ASSERT฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀SPECIlC STANDARDS AND
CRITERIA฀OF฀PROVING฀IT�฀WHICH฀DOES฀NOT฀EXIST฀IN฀THE฀OBJECT฀AT฀HAND�฀3UCH฀AN฀ASSER

TION฀ADDS฀MORE฀TO฀THE฀SET฀OF฀CRITERIA฀AND฀STATEMENTS฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE�฀WHICH฀ARE฀
NEEDED฀TO฀PROVE฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS�฀0RESENTING฀AN฀EXCUSE฀FOR฀MADNESS฀
OR฀FOR฀THE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀PLAYS฀A฀SIMILAR�฀THOUGH฀SLIGHTLY฀DIFFERENT�฀ROLE�฀4HE฀
OBJECT฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀HERE฀IS฀MAD฀BUT฀THE฀REASON฀FOR฀HIS�HER฀MADNESS฀IS฀TO฀BE฀
DISCUSSED฀AND฀UNDERSTOOD�฀A฀PROCESS฀WHICH฀REVEALS฀A฀SPECIlC UNDERSTANDING
OF฀MADNESS฀ITSELF฀AND฀OF฀hHOW฀IT฀WORKSv�฀4HE฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀WAY฀THE฀PRESS฀TRIES฀
TO฀lND AN EXCUSE FOR THE MAD ACTIONS OF THE MAD PERSON HELPS TO IDENTIFY A
SOCIAL฀PROCESS�฀WHICH฀SERVES฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀AND฀JUSTIFY฀THE฀ACTIONS฀TAKEN฀BY฀A฀
MAD฀PERSON�฀)N฀THE฀COMING฀PART�฀THE฀ARTICLE฀WILL฀TRY฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀SUCH฀PATTERNS฀IN฀
THE฀DISCOURSE�

)N฀ REPORTING฀ THE฀ hMASSACRE฀ OF฀ THE฀ THREE฀ CHILDREN฀ IN฀ AL
-INYÊv�฀ !L

*UMUHßRIYYA฀REPORTERS฀CHOSE฀THE฀TITLE฀h.EHÊL�฀+HULßD฀AND฀:IYÊDx฀VICTIMS฀OF฀
A฀MAD฀FATHER฀AND฀A฀GREEDY฀MOTHER�v��฀฀4HE฀KILLER฀WAS฀NAMED฀MAD฀ON฀ACCOUNT฀
OF฀ THE฀ SEVERITY฀ OF฀ THE฀ CRIME฀ AND฀ ITS฀ DEVASTATING฀ NATURE�฀4HIS฀ ACCUSATION฀ OF฀
MADNESS฀WAS฀ASSURED฀IN฀THE฀NEXT฀DAYS฀IN฀THIS฀SAME฀NEWSPAPER฀AND฀IN฀OTHER฀
NEWSPAPERS฀ WHICH฀ DESCRIBED฀ THE฀ ACCUSED฀ AS฀ BEING฀ MAD�฀7HAT฀ IS฀ INTEREST

ING฀IN฀THIS฀PART฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS฀BUT฀RATHER฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀
hGREEDv�฀WHICH฀WAS฀THROWN฀AT฀THE฀WIFE�฀4HE฀ACCUSED฀HUSBAND฀HAS฀THROWN฀AN฀
ACCUSATION฀AGAINST฀HIS฀WIFE�฀WHEN฀HE฀WAS฀ARRESTED�฀(E฀ SAID฀ THAT฀ SHE฀DROVE฀
HIM฀ TO฀COMMITTING฀ THIS฀ACT฀BY฀HUMILIATING฀HIM฀AND฀ THAT฀HE฀ SLAUGHTERED฀HIS฀
CHILDREN฀hTO฀BE฀ RELIEVED฀ FROM฀THE฀ TORTURE฀OF฀MY฀GREEDY฀WIFE�v��฀ ฀4HE฀CLAIMS฀
OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀AGAINST฀HIS฀WIFE฀WERE฀GIVEN฀ATTENTION฀BY฀REPORTERS฀AND฀NEWS

PAPERS�฀ 2IZQ฀ AND฀ OTHERS฀ ADDED฀ TO฀ THEIR฀ ARTICLE฀ IN฀ !L
7AFD฀ A฀ SMALL฀ SECTION฀
UNDER฀THE฀TITLE�฀h!L
7AFD฀INTERVIEWS฀THE฀GRIEVING฀MOTHER�฀-Y฀PROBLEMS฀WITH฀
MY฀HUSBAND฀ARE฀AS฀NORMAL฀AS฀THOSE฀OF฀OTHER฀COUPLES�v��฀฀)N฀THIS฀SECTION�฀THE฀
WIFE฀WAS฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ RESPOND฀ TO฀ THE฀ACCUSATIONS฀OF฀HER฀HUSBAND�฀-AMDßH฀
(ASAN฀TOOK฀THIS฀INVESTIGATION฀A฀STEP฀FURTHER฀IN฀HIS฀!L
7AFD฀ARTICLE�฀h3O฀THAT฀THE฀
MASSACRE฀OF฀AL
-INYÊ฀SHALL฀NOT฀RECUR�฀�฀MILLION฀PSYCHIATRIC฀PATIENTS฀THREATEN฀
TO฀TAKE฀REVENGE฀ON฀THEIR฀ FAMILIES�v��฀ ฀4HE฀ARTICLE฀WAS฀MAINLY฀CENTRED฀ON฀THE฀

���฀h.EHÊL�฀+HULßD฀AND฀:IYÊDx฀VICTIMS฀OF฀A฀MAD฀FATHER฀AND฀A฀GREEDY฀MOTHERv�฀!L

*UMUHßRIYYA�฀OP�฀CIT�
���฀!HMAD฀2IZQ�฀)MÊN฀)BRÊHÔM฀AND฀-UKHTÊR฀-AHRßS�฀h!RRESTING฀THE฀TEACHER฀ACCUSED฀
OF฀SLAUGHTERING฀HIS฀THREE฀CHILDRENv�฀!L
7AFD�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����
���฀)BID�
���฀-AMDßH฀(ASAN�฀OP�฀CIT�
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DANGER฀OF฀SUCH฀PATIENTS฀TO฀THE฀SOCIETY�฀TAKING฀AS฀AN฀EXAMPLE฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀INCI

DENT�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀REPORTER฀CHOSE฀A฀SUBTITLE�฀h#OMPETITION฀OVER฀POWER฀WITHIN฀
THE฀COUPLE฀PUSHES฀ONE฀OF฀THEM฀TO฀CHRONIC฀DEPRESSION�v฀WHICH฀REITERATES฀THE฀
CLAIMS฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀HUSBAND฀TO฀HIS฀WIFE�฀)N฀THE฀ARTICLE�฀THE฀REPORTER฀BLAMED฀
THE฀WORKING฀WOMEN฀FOR฀MARGINALIZING฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀MAN฀AND฀FOR฀hRUNNING฀
THE฀HOUSE฀ON฀THEIR฀OWN�v��฀฀(E฀ADDED�฀h4HE฀WIFE฀BECAME฀THE฀ONE฀WHO฀RUNS฀
THE฀HOUSE�฀FROM฀RECEIVING฀THE฀PRIVATE฀TUTOR฀TO฀TAKING฀THE฀CHILDREN฀TO฀THE฀DOC

TOR฀;x=�฀4HE฀MAN฀DISAPPEARED฀FROM฀THESE฀DAILY฀TASKS฀AND฀SO฀THE฀SHIP฀STARTED฀
HAVING฀TWO฀SKIPPERS฀AND�฀AS฀OUR฀TRADITIONAL฀PROVERBS฀INSIST�฀THIS฀SHIP฀WITH฀TWO฀
SKIPPERS฀IS฀DOOMED฀TO฀SINK�฀4HE฀CONJUGAL฀CONmICT ENDS BY ONE OF THEM HAVING
PASSING฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀PROBLEMS�฀WHICH฀DEVELOP฀INTO฀CHRONIC฀DEPRESSION฀THAT฀
MIGHT฀LEAD฀TO฀EXPLOSION฀AT฀ANY฀TIME฀DRIVING฀THE฀PATIENT฀TO฀COMMIT฀A฀MASSACRE฀
INSIDE฀THE฀FAMILY�v��฀฀@5THMÊN฀@!LLÊM�฀IN฀!L
-AYDÊN�฀CHOSE฀TO฀NARRATE�฀IN฀HIS฀
ARTICLE฀h4HE฀MURDERER฀OF฀HIS฀THREE฀CHILDREN฀CONFESSES฀TO฀!L
-AYDÊN�฀(ANGING฀
IS฀BETTER฀THAN฀THE฀HUMILIATION฀OF฀WOMEN�v฀THE฀STORY฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀ABOUT฀HOW฀
HIS฀WIFE฀USED฀TO฀TELL฀HIM฀THAT฀HE฀IS฀NOT฀MAN฀ENOUGH���฀

)N฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀ACCUSATIONS฀OF฀THE฀hMADv฀HUSBAND฀WERE฀CON

SIDERED฀SERIOUS�฀.OT฀ONLY฀DID฀THE฀REPORTERS฀REITERATE฀THE฀STORY฀THE฀ACCUSED฀TOLD฀
ABOUT฀HIS฀WIFE�฀BUT฀ ALSO฀ THEY฀ SHARED฀HIS฀ VIEWS฀AND฀USED฀ THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀ TO฀
LAUNCH฀A฀CRUSADE฀AGAINST฀WORKING฀WOMEN฀AND฀THE฀DOMINATION฀OF฀WOMEN฀OVER฀
THE฀HOUSEHOLD�฀4HE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀QUALIlED HIM TO THE ACCUSATION OF
MADNESS�฀BUT�฀IN฀THIS฀CASE�฀THERE฀WAS฀A฀PLAUSIBLE฀JUSTIlCATION FOR HIS MADNESS�
(IS฀WIFE฀PERSECUTED฀HIM฀AND฀DROVE฀HIM฀TO฀THIS฀CONDITION฀AND฀TO฀THIS฀CRIME�฀

)N฀THIS฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS฀WAS฀USED฀TO฀PROPOSE฀MASCULIN

IST฀AND฀hCONSERVATIVEv฀VIEWS฀ABOUT฀THE฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀WOMEN�฀MEN฀AND฀MARRIED฀
COUPLES�฀4HE฀MADMAN฀WAS฀SEEN฀AS฀A฀VICTIM฀OF฀THE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀HIS฀WIFE฀AND฀THE฀
CONDITIONS฀OF฀MEN฀VERSUS฀WOMEN฀IN฀THE฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀NOTEWORTHY฀lNDING IS THAT
THE฀ JUSTIlCATION OF MADNESS DID NOT RELEASE THE ACCUSED FROM THE IMPOSED
ALIENATION฀AS฀A฀RESULT฀OF฀hHIS฀MADNESSv�฀BUT฀IT฀ADDED฀A฀CONDEMNATION฀TO฀CER

TAIN฀ACTIONS�฀WHICH฀WERE฀THOUGHT฀TO฀BRING฀THIS฀MADNESS฀ABOUT฀AND฀RESULT฀IN฀ITS฀
DEVASTATING฀OUTCOME�฀฀

#2)-%฀!.$฀05.)3(-%.4�฀#/.&).%-%.4฀!.$฀42)6)!฀

2EPORTING฀CRIMES฀HAS฀ALWAYS฀BEEN฀LINKED฀TO฀REPORTING฀THE฀JURIDICAL฀PROCESS฀OF฀
PUNISHMENT�฀4HE฀TASK฀OF฀THE฀PRESS฀IS฀TO฀ENSURE฀THE฀AWARENESS฀OF฀THE฀USELESSNESS฀
OF฀CRIME฀AND฀THE฀CERTAINTY฀OF฀THE฀SUBSEQUENT฀PUNISHMENT�฀$UE฀TO฀THE฀ENORMOUS฀

���฀)BID�
���฀)BID�
���฀@5THMÊN฀ @!LLÊM�฀ h4HE฀ MURDERER฀ OF฀ HIS฀ THREE฀ CHILDREN฀ CONFESSES฀ TO฀!L
-AYDÊN�฀
(ANGING฀IS฀BETTER฀THAN฀THE฀HUMILIATION฀OF฀WOMENv�฀!L
-AYDÊN�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����
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DELAY฀OF฀%GYPTIAN฀COURTS�฀THE฀ACTUAL฀SENTENCE฀IS฀LESS฀INTERESTING฀TO฀THE฀REPORT

ING฀PRESS�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀PUNISHMENT฀THAT฀CONCERNS฀US฀HERE฀IS฀NOT฀MAINLY฀THE฀
SENTENCE฀OF฀THE฀JUDGES�฀CARRIED฀OUT฀BY฀THE฀CONCERNED฀AUTHORITIES�฀BUT฀THE฀JUDG

MENT฀THROWN฀BY฀THE฀JOURNALIST฀HIMSELF�฀4HE฀CRIMINALIZATION฀AND฀THE฀SEVERITY฀OF฀
THE฀CRIME฀ARE�฀IN฀FACT�฀DElNED PRIOR TO ANY ACTUAL INVESTIGATIONS� 4HE JUDGMENT
IS฀ THUS฀EXPECTED฀BY฀THE฀READERS�฀WHO฀WILL฀NOT฀BE฀INTERESTED฀IN฀FOLLOWING฀THE฀
CASE฀TILL฀THE฀END�

%SPECIALLY฀ IN฀ THE฀CASE฀OF฀ THE฀CRIMES฀COMMITTED฀BY฀ THE฀ALLEGED฀MAD�฀ THE฀
PUNISHMENT฀IS฀MORE฀OF฀THE฀REPORTER�S฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀4HE฀%GYPTIAN฀CRIMINAL฀LAW�฀
FOLLOWING฀THE฀OBSOLETE฀DISTINCTION���฀EXEMPTS฀THE฀MENTALLY฀ILL฀FROM฀PUNISHMENT�฀
BUT฀DOES฀NOT฀EXEMPT฀hPSYCHOLOGICAL฀PATIENTSv�฀4HE฀DIFFERENTIATION฀BETWEEN฀THE฀
TWO฀ CATEGORIES฀ DEPENDS฀ ON฀ THE฀ OPINION฀ OF฀ THE฀ COURT
APPOINTED฀ EXPERT฀ AND�฀
EVENTUALLY�฀ ON฀ THE฀ JUDGE฀ HIMSELF�฀4HE฀ REPORTERS�฀ HOWEVER�฀ DO฀ NOT฀ SHOW฀ ANY฀
ATTEMPT฀TO฀CLASSIFY฀THE฀ALLEGED฀MAD฀CRIMINALS฀INTO฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀CATEGORIES�฀
4HEY฀ PROPOSE฀ THEIR฀ OWN฀ JUDGMENT฀ IN฀ A฀ DIFFERENT฀ MANNER�฀ !CCORDINGLY�฀ THE฀
REPORTER฀DOES฀NOT฀NAME฀A฀CERTAIN฀PUNISHMENT�฀(OWEVER�฀THROUGH฀THE฀DEVELOP

MENT฀OF฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀AND฀THE฀REPETITION฀AND฀SUCCESSION฀OF฀THE฀STATEMENTS�฀THE฀
MESSAGE฀CONTAINING฀THE฀APPROPRIATE฀PUNISHMENT฀IS฀DELIVERED�

@!LLÊM�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀PASSES฀A฀JUDGMENT฀ON฀THE฀TEACHER�฀WHO฀WAS฀ACCUSED฀
OF฀MURDERING฀HIS฀ THREE฀ CHILDREN�฀ IN฀ THE฀ TITLE฀ OF฀ HIS฀ ARTICLE�฀WHICH฀ READS�฀ hx฀
HANGING฀IS฀BETTER฀THAN฀THE฀HUMILIATION฀OF฀WOMEN�v��฀4HE฀JUDGMENT฀IN฀THIS฀CASE฀
WAS฀GIVEN฀BY฀THE฀TONGUE฀OF฀THE฀ACCUSED฀HIMSELF�฀/THER฀SIMILAR฀EXAMPLES฀EXIST�฀
EITHER฀IN฀SUCH฀A฀mAGRANT MANNER OR IN A SUBTLER ONE� WHICH DEPENDS ON hCOM

MON฀SENSEv�฀SUGGESTING฀CAPITAL฀PUNISHMENT฀FOR฀MURDER�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀

7HAT฀IS฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀IN฀THIS฀lELD IS HOW A JUDGMENT IS PASSED AGAINST THE
MAD฀PEOPLE฀IN฀GENERAL�฀DEPENDING฀ON฀A฀SINGLE฀CASE฀OF฀MADNESS�฀!S฀SEEN฀ABOVE�฀
THE฀DISCOURSE฀TENDS฀TO฀EXAGGERATE฀THE฀hDANGERv฀OF฀THE฀MAD฀AND฀TO฀CREATE฀A฀STATE฀
OF฀FEAR฀TOWARDS฀THEIR฀PRESENCE฀IN฀THE฀SOCIETY�฀4HEY฀WERE฀NAMED฀hTIME฀BOMBSv฀

���฀4HE฀TERM฀hNEUROSESv฀WAS฀DESCRIBED฀BY฀7ILLIAM฀#ULLEN฀IN฀����฀AS฀DISEASES฀OF฀NER

VES฀AND฀MUSCLES�฀4HE฀TERM฀hPSYCHOSISv�฀HOWEVER�฀WAS฀DESCRIBED฀BY฀&EUCHTERSLEBEN฀
IN฀HIS฀,EHRBUCH฀DER฀ËRZTLICHEN฀3EELENKUNDE�฀7IEN�฀#�฀'EROLD�฀�����฀%NGLISH฀TRANS

LATION฀BY฀(�฀%VANS฀,LOYD�฀4HE฀0RINCIPLES฀OF฀-EDICAL฀0SYCHOLOGY�฀,ONDON�฀3YDENHAM฀
3OCIETY�฀�����฀฀4HE฀TERM฀PSYCHOSIS฀WAS฀MEANT฀TO฀DENOTE฀@A฀MENTAL฀DISORDER฀WHICH฀
AFFECTED฀THE฀PERSONALITY฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀AND฀WAS฀A฀SUBCATEGORY฀OF฀THE฀THEN฀MUCH฀WIDER฀
CATEGORY฀OF฀THE฀NEUROSES�฀4HEREFORE�฀NEUROSES฀WERE฀SEEN฀AS฀DISEASES฀WITH฀A฀PHY

SICAL฀CAUSE�฀0SYCHOSES�฀BY฀CONTRAST�฀WERE฀VIEWED฀AS฀DISEASES฀OF฀THE฀MIND฀AND฀NOT฀
GENERALLY฀OF฀PHYSICAL฀ORIGIN�฀)N฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀TWENTIETH฀CENTURY�฀THE฀SITUATION฀
WAS฀REVERSED฀AND฀MOST฀PHYSICIANS฀BELIEVED฀THAT฀NEUROSES฀WERE฀OF฀hPSYCHOLOGICALv฀
ORIGIN฀WHILE฀PSYCHOSES฀WERE฀OF฀ORGANIC฀CAUSES�฀7ITH฀THE฀ADVANCES฀IN฀NEUROPHY

SIOLOGY�฀THE฀DISTINCTION฀BETWEEN฀PSYCHOSIS฀AND฀NEUROSIS฀BECOMES฀MORE฀OBSCURE�฀IF฀
NOT฀OBSOLETE�
���฀)BID�
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AND฀hTHREATS฀TO฀SOCIETY฀AS฀A฀WHOLEv�฀4HEY฀WERE฀CLAIMED฀TO฀BE฀PRESENT฀hAMONG฀
USv฀READY฀TO฀TAKE฀REVENGE฀ON฀THEIR฀FAMILIES�฀AND฀SO฀ON�฀4HE฀ANSWER฀IN฀MOST฀OF฀
THESE฀CASES฀WAS฀ THE฀CONlNEMENT� 2EPORTERS REPEATEDLY WONDERED ABOUT THE
NUMBER฀OF฀BEDS฀IN฀PSYCHIATRIC฀HOSPITALS฀AND฀PSYCHIATRIC฀WARDS�฀DEMANDED฀THEIR฀
INCREASE฀AND฀THE฀INCLUSION฀OF฀AS฀MANY฀hMADv฀AS฀POSSIBLE฀INSIDE฀SUCH฀INSTITU

TIONS฀OF฀CONlNEMENT� 2EPORTERS DEMANDED MORE INSPECTION IN SUCH HOSPITALS
AND฀REQUESTED฀THE฀CREATION฀OF฀A฀hlLEv FOR EACH AND EVERY PATIENT�

4HE฀ACCUSED฀hMADv฀WERE฀CONDEMNED฀AND฀ALL฀OTHER฀ hMADv฀PEOPLE฀WERE฀
ALSO฀CONDEMNED฀IN฀THE฀PROCESS�฀4HE฀REPORTERS฀WERE฀VERY฀ENTHUSIASTIC฀TOWARDS฀
DEMANDING฀STRICT฀POLICING฀OF฀ THE฀hMADv�฀ THEIR฀CONlNEMENT AND SUPERVISION�
AND฀PROTECTING฀THE฀SOCIETY฀FROM฀THEM฀AS฀MUCH฀AS฀POSSIBLE�

/BVIOUSLY�฀ CONlNEMENT IS A FAVOURITE THEME� (OWEVER� POLICING AND
STRICT฀SUPERVISION�฀THROUGH฀lLES AND REPORTS� WERE ALSO IMPORTANT ALTERNATIVES�
4HERE฀WAS฀NO฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀THIS฀REGARD฀BETWEEN฀OPPOSITION�฀STATE
OWNED฀AND฀
GOVERNMENT
LEANING฀ PAPERS�฀4HEY฀ ALL฀ PRESENTED฀ A฀ DISCOURSE฀ WHICH฀ AIMED฀
AT฀PROTECTING฀THE฀SOCIETY฀ FROM฀THE฀MAD฀AND฀TOOK฀PART฀ IN฀A฀CRUSADE฀AGAINST฀
hTHOSE฀PEOPLEv�

&ROM฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀BRIEF฀DISCUSSION�฀IT฀SEEMS฀CLEAR฀THAT฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀FOR

MULATED฀ IN฀ THE฀ %GYPTIAN฀ PRESS฀ ABOUT฀ MAD฀ PEOPLE฀ SERVES฀ A฀ VERY฀ IMPORTANT฀
POLITICAL฀END�฀4HE฀DISCOURSE฀WAS฀VERY฀EFlCIENT IN ACTIVATING A MECHANISM OF
EXCLUSION฀AND฀ALIENATION฀TO฀BE฀USED฀AGAINST฀A฀SPECIAL฀GROUP฀OF฀OBJECTS�฀3UCH฀
OBJECTS฀ INCLUDED฀BOTH฀PERSONS�฀ THE฀MAD�฀AND฀PHENOMENA�฀ THE฀VIOLENCE฀ IN฀
SOCIETY฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀4HESE฀OBJECTS฀WERE฀ INCLUDED฀WITHIN฀ THE฀ REALM฀OF฀ THE฀
DISCOURSE฀ THROUGH฀THE฀USE฀OF฀ TWO฀ESSENTIAL฀ELEMENTS�฀BOTH฀DEPENDING฀ON฀A฀
STATEMENT฀OF฀hINCOMPREHENSIONv�฀0SYCHOLOGICAL฀OR฀MENTAL฀ILLNESS฀WAS฀VIEWED฀
AS฀STRANGE฀AND฀ECCENTRIC�฀)N฀THIS฀REGARD�฀THE฀TESTIMONIES฀OF฀THE฀PROPER฀EXPERTS฀
AND฀ANY฀RELATION฀WITH฀SUCH฀EXPERTS฀WERE฀ENOUGH฀PROOF฀OF฀MADNESS�฀)N฀VIRTU

ALLY฀ALL฀CASES�฀THE฀TESTIMONIES฀OF฀SUCH฀EXPERTS฀WERE฀FULL฀OF฀SCIENTIlC MISTAKES
AND฀ MISINTERPRETATIONS฀ OF฀ BASIC฀ PSYCHIATRIC฀ AND฀ PSYCHOLOGICAL฀ CONCEPTS�฀
(OWEVER�฀NONE฀OF฀THAT฀WAS฀IMPORTANT�฀4HE฀ONLY฀RELEVANT฀FACT฀WAS฀THEIR฀TITLES�฀
4HE฀INCOMPREHENSIBLE฀NATURE฀OF฀ THE฀ACT฀WAS฀ANOTHER฀FACTOR฀FOR฀ FORMULATING฀
AN฀ACCUSATION฀OF฀MADNESS�฀4HE฀ACTS�฀WHICH฀CONTAINED฀hEXTREMEv฀BRUTALITY฀OR฀
VIOLATIONS฀OF฀SOCIAL฀TABOOS�฀WERE฀hINCOMPREHENSIBLEv฀ENOUGH฀TO฀BE฀MAD฀AND฀
THUS฀ALIEN฀TO฀A฀PURITAN฀SOCIETY�฀

4HE฀hMADv฀DISCOURSE฀ABOUT฀THE฀hMADv฀PEOPLE฀PROVED฀TO฀BE฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀
AND฀EFlCIENT METHOD OF ALIENATION AND THUS PROTECTING THE HYMEN OF AN ALLEG

EDLY฀VIRGIN฀SOCIETY�฀4HE฀QUESTIONS฀THE฀PAPER฀WAS฀TRYING฀TO฀ANALYSE฀ARE฀HOW฀THIS฀
ALIENATION฀IS฀USEFUL฀FOR฀THE฀INTEGRITY฀OF฀A฀SPECIlC PURITAN IMAGE OF THE SOCIETY
AND฀HOW฀THIS฀IMAGE฀OF฀THE฀SOCIETY฀PROTECTS฀ITSELF฀FROM฀CERTAIN฀INEXPLICABLE฀ACTS�฀
WHICH฀VIOLATE฀THE฀POLITICAL�฀RELIGIOUS฀AND฀MORAL฀TABOOS�฀
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